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TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN POYNTZ, EARL SPENCER, K.O, 

LORD LIEUTENAOT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF 1RELA2TD. 



Mat it Please tour Exoellenct, 

In obedience to tlie instructions contained in your Excellencj^s warrant addressed 
to me, under date the 7tli of May, 1870, and received together with a file of papers from 
the Lord Chancellor’s Secretary on the 11th of May, I have now the honour to report — 
. That being directed to proceed to Drumshambo, in the county of Leitrim, there to 
inquire into and investigate certain allegations made by Magistrates of the county of 
Leitrim “ touching the qualification and fitness of Francis M'Keon, esquire, to be on the 
roll of the Magistracy for said coimty.” 

I carefully read and considered the documents so transmitted to me. 

They consisted, 1st, of a memonal signed by thirty Magistrates of the county of 
Leitrim. 

This document may be regarded as containing a general remonstrance and complaint 
against the then recent appointments to the Magistracy of the county ; but, as far as the 
investigation I was directed by your Excellency to enter upon, and for the purposes of 
this report, I had and have only to deal with the statements, as affecting Mr. M'Keon. 

The general statement in which the case of Mr. MXeon is included, is as follows : — 

“ The appointment to the Commission of the Peace of persons totally unqualified, either 
by property, education, or social jiosition.” 

It appears that the Lord Chancellor of Ireland being absent, the memorial was, on or 
about the 2nd of April, 1870, presented in person by the Right Honorable the Earl of 
Emiisldllen, Mr. A. Loftus Tottenham, Colonel Whyte, and Mr. Bennett Little, Justices 
of the Peace for the county of Leitrim, to the Lords Commissioners for the custody of 
the Great Seal, the Right Honorable the Master of the Rolls, the Eight Honorable 
Sir Maziere Brady, Baronet, and Jeremiah John Mmphy, esquire, Master in Gbancery. 

The second document placed before me I find to be the minutes taken by tbe Lord 
Chancellor’s Secretary, Thomas Upiugton, esquire, d.l., of what occurred upon the 
interview between the Lords Commissioners and the member's of the deputation 
presenting the memorial. The minutes contain the specific allegations of the deputa- 
tion, viz. : — That as regards Mr. M'Keon, independent of the general statements in 
the memorial, the following specific chai-ges were submitted by the deputation as in their 
judgment sufficient to constitute a disqualification and unfitness in him to hold the 
position of a Justice of the Peace for the county of Leitrim : — 

As to Francis M'Keon — 

1. That he is weighmaster at Drumshambo. 

2. "Weighs the butter on market days with his own hands. 

As weighmaster, is under the jurisdiction of the magistrates of whom he is one. 

4. Is of no social position. 

5. Has no fee-simple property. Holds several rjmall farms (one from Lord Soutli- 

well). Griffith’s valuation of all his holdings, £130. 

6. Is said to have a small loan bank. 

After careful perusal of your Excellency’s commands, and consideration of the papers 
referred to me, I on the 12th of May, wrote to Lord Enmskillen and the other three 
members of the deputation, stating the fact and purpose of my appointment b^ your 
Excellency, and requesting to know if it was their intention to be present at tbe inquiry 
I was commissioned to hold, and if so, the day it would be convenient for them to attend, 
and that I would try to appoint such time as would suit the arrangements, of all parties 
concerned. 

I addressed a letter in similar terms to Mr. M‘Keon. 
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See A]>!«on 111 reply I received at various intervals letters from these gentlemen, all, with the 

dix, [>. 10 . exception of Mr. M'Keon, to the effect that they did not intend to be present at the 
inquiry j hut it was intimated by one of the deputation, Mr. A. Loftus Tottenham, that 
seme of tho magistrates intended or wished to be represented by counsel. 

*Mr. M'Keon by his letter stated he intended to be present to meet the charges pre- 
ferred against him. 

To w’hich correspondence in the Appendix to this my Report, I beg leave to refer, 
fi.'e Apj.ea Having received a letter on the 25th of May from Mr. William Roper, Barrister, to 
dix, p. 11. the effect that he was instructed by the magistrates remonstrating against the appoint- 
ment of iir. M'Keon, and requiring permission to appear professionally for these gentle- 
men. 

See Appen- By letter bearing date 28th May, 1S70, the permission claimed by Mr. Roper to appear 
dix, p. 11. for the magistrates ■was accoi'ded. 

See Appeu- I Sent a cojiy of Mr. Roper’s letter and my reply to Mr. M'Keon, in order that he 
dix, p. 11. should avail himself of similar assistance, if he so desired. 

Sec Appeii- I caused an advertisement to be inserted in the next number of the Dublin Gazette, 
dix, p. 11 . viz., the 31st of May, announcing that I would hold a Court of Inquiry in Drumshambo 
Petty Sessioirs Court-house on the 7th of June following, touching the matters to be 
investigated as set forth in Your Excellency’.? warrant before referred to. 

I caused a printed copy of 'the aforesaid advertisement to be transmitted through the 
Post Office to each of the thirty magistrates -whose names appeared subscribed to the 
memorial presented to the Lords Commissioners. 

In compliance with a wiitten requisition made to me on the 1st of June on behalf of 
!Mr. M'Keon by his attorney, for the particulars of the charge made against him, in 
See Appen- order to his defence thereto, I caused on the 2nd of June copies of the memorial, and the 
dix, p.Ll. specific allegations in the minutes made by the Lord Chancellor’s Secretary, to be sup- 
plied to liim. 

All iiecossaiy preliminaries having been concluded, and the foregoing measures, as 
detailed, having been taken to ensure, as far as I was concerned, for all parties interested 
full opportunity to obtain a searching inquiry and complete investigation, 

I opened the inquiry in the Petty Sessions Court, Drumshambo, on the 7th of 
June, 1870. 

I'he following magistrates -were present, and occupied seats on the bench, Mr. Francis 
La Touche, Mr. Hugh M'Ternau, Mr. Hugh O’Beirne, Mr. Michael Fitzgerald. 

Mr. Birehall, J.r., w'as also present, and announced himself as one of the remonsti*ant 
magistrates. 

Mr. William Roper, Counsel (with Mr. William Palmer, Attorney), appeared, and 
stated in reply to my inquiry that he was instructed to appear for the remonstrant 
magistrates who signed the memorial, and for the members of the deputation who pre- 
sented it. 

Mr. John M'Mahon Counsel (with Mr. Michael M'Keon, Attorney), in reply to a 
similar inquiry by me .stated that he appeared on behalf of Mr. Francis M'Keon. 

I refer Your Excellency to the notes of a short-hand writer present for the occasion, 
whose notes of the proceedings and evidence on this mquiry have, at my request, been 
verified by statutory declaration, and I have to state that in my judgment these notes 
are full and thoroughly accurate. 

The charges and allegations against Mr. Francis M'Keon being — 

1. That be was weighmaster at Drumshambo. 

2. That he weighed the butter on market days with his own hands. 

3. As weighmaster, -was under tho jurisdiction of the magistrates, of whom he was 

... . w 

4. That he was of no social position. 

5. That he held no fee-simple property — that he held several small farms (one from 

Lord Southwell) ; Griffith’s valuation of all bis holdings £130. 

6. That he is said to have a small loan bank. 

1st. Upon the first charge — that “ Mr. M'Keon is weighmaster at Drumshambo” — 

I have to report that Mr. M'Keon is weighmaster at Drumshambo, holdmg the 
Soe AppcD- appointment under deed of appointment executed by the Right Honorable "the Earl of 
dix, p. 12. Bessboroi^h bearing date the 26th day of April, 1859. 

Mr. M'Keon by virtue thereof holds a freehold office for his own life, quamdiu se 
hene gessent," and is entitled during that period to the exclusive use and benefit of the 
tolls and profits of the office. 

It appeared before me, and I so report, that Mr. M'Keonhaa assistants, clerks, craners, 
or weighers who perform, what I may term, servile duties, i.e., weighing at scale, mar- 
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ketSble commodities, measuring barrels, tasting butter, and the various operations 
incident to an open buying and selling root, grain, and butter market. It fiu-tber 
appeared that the clerks and cranei-.s, as a rule, collect the tolls and commissions on the 
sale or purchase of commodities brought to this market. That the money amount is 
handed to Mr. M'Keon by bis clerks or servants — that the weight and sale dockets 
have Mr. M‘K.eon’s printed signature thereto — that Mr. M‘Keon occasionally has received 
money, tolls, and commission himself when the buyers or sellers liave casually omitted 
to pay the clerks or seiwants as is usual. On these occasions sometimes the money has 
been paid to Mr. M'Keon in his own house, sometimes in the market — that this has 
occurred in exceptional cases, and is not an uniform or general practice. It further 
appeared that Mr. M'Keon exercises persona^ supervision over the mai-ket weigh-house. 
He settles disputes as they arise between buyers and sellers when submitted to Irim, 
which is of frequent occurrence (but he is uuder no le»al or binding obligation to exer- 
cise this power as far as I could ascertain). He investigates complaints, and sees to the 
order and regularity of the market. 

This is the general nature of the duties and functions discharged by Mr. M'Keon as 
appertaining to the office of weighmaster. 

On the second charge, viz. : — “"Weighs butter on market days with his own hands.^ 

I report, that this allegation as to his weighing at scale, performing any menial office 
in any sense, such as weighing butter with his own hand, was entirely unproved ; in fact, 
it utterly broke down. No peraon was produced who, in any single instance, had ever 
seen Mr. M'Keon so engaged. All the witnesses who were produced declared, that, as 
far as their knowledge or information went, he had not been ever tlius^ employed. Mr. 
M'Keon himself was produced by Mr. Roper as a witness, and he point blank contra- 
dicted this allegation for which he said no foundation in fact existed. 

I, therefore, report upon this chai'ge that it was not sustained in proof, and has or had 
no existence in fact, and must have arisen from complete misconception and erroneous 
information. ..... 

3rd. On the third charge : — “As weighmaster is under the jurisdiction of the magis- 
trates, of whom he is one.” 

As to this allegation that Mr. M'Keon being a magistrate, infractions ot tlxe law as to 
weights or measures, or any improper or fraudulent dealing in connexion with ^he v eigh- 
house market, would bring liim under the jurisdiction of the magistrates of his ow 
district, and that he would be thus judge in his own case— for so I understand it to be 
implied by this charge. . , rr 

It appears, and so I report, that the market is not under the operation of the iown 
Commissioners Act, and the local authorities have no jurisdiction over the weiglffiouse ; 
but I cannot see, even if this market were so circumstanced, _ that this fact itself would 
be a ground for the removal of Mr. M'Keon from the Commission of the Peace. _ It is 
against the whole spirit of our law that any man, no matter what his rank or position, 
siiall act as judge in liis own case, and if accused of a violation of the law nis omce of a 
Justice of the Peace affords him no privilege or exemption from the operation of tlie law, 
nor would he be permitted to sit upon the Bench or act with his colleagues lu the Com- 
mission of the Peace in the investigation of any case in which he was a party, ehlier 
complainant or defendant; and I have to certify to your Excellency that M r. M Keon is 
not the only instance of a magistrate being and acting as weighmaster within the 
district where he discharges the duties incideut to the Commission of the . 

TheTourth charge—'' "Want of social position,” I will report last upon, it being an 

inference suggested as the result of the other charges combined. ,i . -u t, u 

5th. -gpoS this fifth charge-'- That he held no fee-simple property ; that he held 
several small farms {one from Lord Southwell) ; Griffith’s Valuation ot all his holdings 

have to report, that it was established before me that Mr. M'Keon does not possess 
any fee-simple property in the county of Leitrim or elsewhere. 

2nd. That it is true and was established before me that the rated value of the piopeity 
held by Mr. M'Keon amounts to £130, and no more, as appears by Griffith s Va nation, 
and the Poor Law Eeturn founded thereon, and that this Eeturn professes to include all 

“BuMt'abo^ptT'andwasso established before me, 

not possessing fee-simple property, and that the rated value of premises P P ,7 
held by him at X130 per annumj are not true or fair standards to measure either his 
property or his stability as a solvent man. n • . ....4. 

As to a fee-simple qualification Mr. M'Keon, though not qualified m P TTnnrtrl 
nevertheless holds by lease bearing date 7th November, 1859, from ° r.-pj 

able the Earl of Bessborough a building plot of ground, in the town or m i 
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shambo for 999 years, at a nominal rent of £4 per annixm, and if this interest be -of 
sufficient value, 1 am of opinion, and so report to your Excellency that as a qualification 
for the magistracy, a term of 999 years may be fairly considered as equivalent to a fee- 
simple. 

Now, as to the value of this interest, it was stated to me that buildings have been 
erected on the above plot, exclusively out of the moneys and resources of Mr. M'Keon 
at the cost of £4,000, and I have no reason to doubt the strict accuracy of this state- 
ment. The appearance of the buildings included in tliis expenditure, seemed to me 
anmly to bear out the statement. 

There was and is no incumbrance, mortgage, or charge of any kind, afEectino- these 
premises. ^ 

It was shown to my satisfaction that Mr. M'Keon’s actual income was at the date of 
the appointment and now 'is: — 

1st. Annual income, value from rents of houses built by 

him on the above-mentioned plot, . .£100 0 0 per annum. 

In this is included the rentrl value of his own dwell- 
ing-chouse. 

2nd. Tolls and profits of his office as weighmastor, . 200 0 0 „ 

3rd. Profits of two grazing farms, held as tenant from 
year to year, under Lord Southwell, the acreage 
being 95 statute acres, annual rent, . . 50 0 0 „ 



From all sources, ..... £350 0 0 



Mr. M‘Keon stated that his interest in the grazing farms, though only that of a tenant- 
from year to year, wa.s quite as secure aa if held under a lease, in consequence of the 
custom existing on this estate. Upon this point I am unable to fonn any opinion, and 
I express none. 

The rated value as returned of Mr. M‘Keou’s property does not include the second 
item, and I refer to the evidence offered to establish that item at pages 20 and 21 of the 
sliovthand writer’s notes, and it appeared to me fairly home out by the fact that the 
item in question is not rated in Griffith’s valuation, or in the Poor Law returns, and not 
having been returned by Mr. M'Keon to tbe Commis-^iyuers of Income Tax, they car 
parte assessed it at £120 per annum, to which Mr. M‘Keon submitted without appeal 

6th. The sixth objection against Mr. M'Keon, viz.:— ■‘Is said to have a small Loan 
Fund Bank.” 

I report as far as I can gather from the statement of the deputation, that it rested 
u]>on report, and was not made upon actual knowledge of their own. 

There does not appear to have been then, or at any time, foimdation in fact for the 
cliarge. I called for evidence or information on tlie subject — none was forthconiincr. 
When Mr. M'Keon was under examination. I closely questioned him, he gave the stat^ 
lu.nt an unqualified contradiction, and asserted he never was the owner of a loan fund, 
never was partner with any one who was, never had any connexion, directly or indirectly, 
with any such establishment, and it is but just to add, that he further stated that he 
had often lent money to people in the neighbourhood who were in temporary difficulty, 
but that he had never received or askcM in any single instance one shilling for interest, 
and that except for his deposit account in the Provincial Bank, he had never in his 
life asked or got a sixpence for interest money. I have thought it right to give Mi*. 
M'Keon’s disclaimer upon this point at length, as the imputation referred to, conveys 
to country people in Ireland, the notion of a petty bank or company, Avhere small lo^s 
are procurable, birt at an extortionate and ruinous rate of interest, and had the report 
in Mr. M'Keon’s case been well founded, it would have opened up for tlie Lord Chan- 
cellor’s gi-ave ^consideration, a question of serious importance as affecting, in my judg- 
ment, the position of a magistrate in Ireland. ° ^ 

I have now reported upon each of the allegations put forward as impeachment of the 
( I ualifications of Mr. M'Keon to he continued on the roll of magistrates for the county of 
I..eitrim, except the fourth, as to Mr. M‘Keon’s social position, and as I am required to 
express my opinion on all to Your Excellency, I beg very respectfully to submit the 
sauie for Your Excellency’s consideration, and the ground upon which it rests. 

1st. I do not consider the fact of a gentleman homing the, office of Weighmaster a dis- 
qualification se, I find it to be an office of antiquity of great trust, and involving 
i:seful duties in support of public interests, and for the protection of the poor. It was 
created under the statute of the 4th of the reign of Queen Anne, cap. 14. It has been 
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hel^d occasionally by persons of the highest social position, by a Privy CouncLUor, High 
Sberife, a Baronet, by County and Borough Magistrates, both person^ly and by deputy. 

I find it at the date of this my Report held by gentlemen "who are in the Commission 
of the Peace, some of whom at all events nominally hold themselves out to the public as 
actinc' Weighmasters, by suffering their signatm*es to be printed as Weighmasters upon 
the public sale-notes in market towns. It is said that in some cases gentlemen who 
hold the Commission, and act as agents for Lords of the Manor, or o^vnei-s of fee-simple 
estate in market districts, and who permit their names to be used, printed and held forth 
to the public as Weighmasters, are not to be regarded as such, astlie duty they perform 
consists simply in receiving fees and tolls from clerks or craners to be paid over to the 
Lord of the Manor, &c., and that they only exercise a control by appointing or peiyuitting 
qualified persons, and proper persons, to discharge the other necessary duties incident 
thereto, in tlie markets and weigh-houses. If this reasoning be correct, in my humble 
judgment the law is Auolated, and the statute of Anne evaded. Where tolls are taken, 
and^the public are taxed, there ought to be an actual and responsible Weighmaster or 
authorized deputy. 

But, I have ascertained and so report to your Excelleircy that in addition to gentlemen 
chcumstanced as above stated, there are at least two gentlemen holding the Commission 
of the Peace, both Magistrates of counties and boroughs in Ireland, who are acting 
Weighmasters in their respective districts. One of these gentlemen has written so to 
state! The fact as to the other has been certified to me by the Clerk of the Peace, 
through the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper, and in the case of Kelly v. Molouy, Kelly 
V. Wynne, 4 I.C.L., 413, appear similar instances, certified upon a ease submitted for 
the opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench, as to the person or body in whom the right 
of appointment vested. 

For the reasons aforesaid I humbly certify to your Excellency as my opinion, that 
there is no ground existing by reason of Francis M'Keon being and acting as Weigh- 
master in Drumshambo, to deprive him of the Commission of the Peace. 

2nd. That no ground in fact exists to sustain the imputation that Mr. M'Keon weighs 
with his own hand butter on market days, or at all— or performs any menial or servile 
offices in connexion with his post as Weighmaster, or at all. I therefore on this ques- 
tion, report and certify, as my opinion, that no ground exists for the Lord Cliancellov.s 
interference. .... , . 

3rd. That as Weighmaster he is under the jurisdiction of the Magistrates, of whom he 
is one. For the re^ons stated in this Report at page 5, I report and certify as my 
opinion that no grounds exist for the Lord Chancellor’s interference. 

4th. For the reasons before stated at pages 5 and 6, and as therein upon the 
evidence as to his property qualification, I have to report that I cannot state as my 
opinion because Mr. M'keon’s income does not arise from fee-simple property a disquah- 
fication exists in liis case which would render it necessary or advisable m the interests 
of the public to remove him from the Commission of the Peace. As to the amount or 
his property or income, seeing that he is not in debt to anyone, that he has a balance 
to his credit at his bankers, that he has shown an income of £350 per annum peiTectly 
free from incumbrance, and that he has a realized property of at least £4,000 miaffected 
by debt or incumbrance of any kind, I cannot— havdng regard to the notorious fact that 
there are at least a number of gentlemen now in the Commission of tlie Peace holding 
property qualification of not greater amount than Mr. M'Keon— express my opinion nor 
can I report to Your Excellency that Mr. M'Keon should be superseded for the want of 

^ l^^have^further to report that at the Petty Sessions Court at Drumshambo there 
appear to have been numerous instances where but one Magistrate, and that generally 
tbe'crentleman who resides close to the toivn, was in attendance to discharge the duties 
of t& Court, and upon this point I refer to the summary of the return in the Appendix See .\ 
furnished by the Clerk of the Petty Sessions. t i 

5th, and lastly. Upon the ground that he has no social status, I beg to say 1 am placed 
in an exceedingly invidious and unusual position^ in being called upon, to report and 
express an opinion on this subject. In public estimation social position vanes so much 
and such various opinions exist upon it, result]^ froui thought, habit, education, custom, 
locality, and other considerations, that it is difficult if not impossible to lay down any 
fixed rule upon the subject ; but I shall not evade the responsibility cast '^pon me, and 
I do express my opinion to Your Excellency for whatever it may be w'orth, that i ^ 
fav'ourabh’’ impressed by the unreserved and intelligent manner in winch Mr. M Keon 
answered any question addressed to him. He appeared to me shrewd, mtolligent, and 
sti-aightfonvard, and beyond all doubt belongs to a class of men. of the highest vmue in 
this country, none the less valuable because they are not as numerous as is desirable. 
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Men "who by probity and intelligence acquire pecuniary independence, and tbeu by 
. prudent and well-directed enterprise, while benefitting themselves, confer substantial 
and visible advantages in the localities where they are to be found. 

That Mr. M‘K.eou is of the class I refer to, some of the improvements in the town of 
Drumshambo, the creation of liis outlay and forethought, attest. The character he 
maintains, and the confidence reposed in liim for integrity, respectability, prudence, and 
intelligence, are shown by the testimony of three Magistrates and others who were 
examined upon tliis Inquiry, and which testimony will be found at page 24 of the short- 
hand-writer’s notes. That testimony is striking for its force, and bearing upon this 
point no person appeared to quahfy or question it, though the Inquiry was open, and I 
invited information from all capable of affording it. I, therefore, on the whole, report 
and humbly submit ae my opinion to Your Excellency that there were no justifiable 
reasons offered or .suggested upon this Inquiry to call upon the Lord Chancellor to 
adopt the severe and extreme course of removing Mr. M'Keon from the Commission of 
the Feace. 

All which I humbly certify as my report and opinion. 

I have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble servant, 

JAMES CHABLES COFFEY, Q.G 

Chairman, City and County Londonderry. 

39, Mountjoy-square, Dublin, 

June 29, 1870. 
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APPENDIX. 



By the Loud Lieutrkast-Gexekal and Gekebal Governor of Iuelanu. 



Spencer. 

WiTEREAS questions have arisen as to the ap- 
pointment of Francis M'Keon, Esquire, a Magistrate 
of the County of Leitrim to the Commission of the 
Peace for that County, and conflicting statements have 
been made on the one side in denial, and on the other 
in assertion of the propriety of that appointment. 

And whereas it appeal's to us necessary tliat an 
Inquiry should be m^e into the facts on which those 
statements respectively are alleged to liave been 
founded. 

Now We, the Lord Lieutenant-General and General 
tJovenior of Ireland, do hereby autlioiaze and appoint 
James Charles Coffey, Esquire, one of Her Majesty’s 
l^ounsel learned in the La'w, to proceed to Dnini- 



shambo, in the County of Leitrim, and to incjuire into 
the statements aforesuiid, and tlie facts so allied, as 
maintaining them on the one side and the other ; ami 
to report unto U.s the I'esult of sitcli Inquiry with his 
opinion thereon. 

Given at Her Majesty's Castle of Dublin this 7th 
day of May, 1870. 

By His Excellency’s couuuand, 

(Signeil) T. H. Burke. 

Jatnes Clias. Coffey, Esq., q.c., 

to hold an Inquiry at Drumshambo, 
in the County of Leitiini. 



State-ment of County Leitrim ilAoisTitvTEs. 



We the undersigned Magistrates and Deputy-Lieu- 
tenants of the County Leitrim, having veg:u'cl to cei-tain 
recent magisterial appointments in the county, cannot 
any longer refrain from expres.sing our conviction 
that the appointment to the Commission of the Peace 
of pei-sous totally unqualified, either by i)i'(ipert3’, edu- 
c-ation, or social position to hold it, is eminently calcu- 
lated to destroy all public confidence in the adminis- 
tration of the law, and to biing the Bench into 
«iiitempt and ridicule. We cannot but supjrose tliat 
the 1‘eeommenflations fo!' these appointments were 



made by the Liexitenaut of tlie co\mty in total ignor- 
ance of the {wiwom and cii-cnnustanccs of the indi^nduals, 
and ■we unrst believe that had lie been in possession of 
the requisite knowdedge he could not {wssibly have 
hold that these appointments were justifiable either on 
principle or on ihegvoimtls of expi^Jiency. We would, 
therefore, desii-e to express our liojm that the Lord 
Chancellor wUl make further inquiries into tiie reeej'.t 
a])poiutments, which wil], we are pere\wde<l, courtnc** 
him that they were totally unsuitable. 



Enniskillen, j.p. 

J. Bennett Little, J.r. 

F. J. Whyte, o.p., d.l. 

A.. Loptus Tottenham, j.p., e>.l. 
John R. Dickson, j.p. 

C. C. B. Whyte, j.p. 

W. Percy Jones, j.p. 

G. H. L’Esthance, j;p. 

J. Fras. Tottenham, j.p. 

J. T. W. M.CSSEY. O.P.. D.L. 



Lewis .Alceo, J.r. 

J. O’Donnell, j.p. 

H. Montgomery, ill., j.p. 
J.ts. Kell, j.p. 

Henry Cullen, .i.p. 

ROET. j. M.tNSFIELD, J.p. 
William Peyton, j.p. 
Fredk. Fitzp.uteick, j.p. 
Maurice T. Maude, j.p. 
Joseph Storei’, j.p. 



; William Johnston, j.p., d.l. 

; Cairxcross j. Cullen, j.p., d.l. 
j A. Godlet, j.p., d.l. 

; W. Lt Touche, j.p., d.l. 

' F. Fawcett, j.p. 
j W. P. Ormsdt Gore, j.p., d.l. 
j A J. V. L. Birchall, j.p. 
i John A. La Toui'Iie, j.p. 
i John Pottinger, Jlajor-Gen., j.p. 
. George White, d.l., j.p. 



Extract from Minutes of Proceedings on Deputation to Lords Commissioners. 

'' - 211 ( 1 , 1870. 

Lords Comkissionehs ; — Sir Maziere Brady ; the Master of the Rolls ; Muster Jlui'phy. 

Deputation of County Leitrim Magistrates : — Earl of Eimiakillen ; Lofcus Tottenham ; Colonel liyte : 
Bennett Little. 

JlaBistrate objected to. Objecduna .is v.riic\ by Illcmbers of Dciuitatiou. 

Fr.incis M'Keon, .... Weighmaster at DrumshainlHi — weighs the butter on mai-kot days with 
his own hands. As Weiglmmster is tmtler the jurisilictioii of tiie 
Miigistmtes, of whom he is one. Is of no soeial position. Hus m.i 
fee-simple property. Holds sevend small frims (one frem Lonl ciouth- 
• well)— Griffith’s valimtion of all his holdhig-s .£ 13P. Is s;ii<l to have 

a small loan hank. 
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Letter sent to eacli of the Gentlemen forming the Deputation, viz. : — 

1. The Eabl of Esniskillen. 3. Colonel Whyte. 

2. Loftus Tottenham, Esq. 4. J. Bennett Little, Esq. 



39, Mouutjoy-square, Dublin, 
12th May, 1870. 

Sir, — I have the honour to inform you that His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has been pleased to 
appoint me by wai’rant imder his hand to proceed to 
Diumflluunbo, in the county of Leitidm, there to in- 
quire into and iirvestigate certain allegations made by 
certain of the magistracy of tliat county touching the 
eligibility of Fi-ancis M‘Keou, esq., to be in the com- 
mis-sion of the peace for said county. 



My object in writing to you is to ascertain if it be 
your intention to be present at said inquiry, and if so, 
what day it would suit your convenience to hold the 
inquiry. As soon as I shall have heard from you I 
shall try to name such day as will suit the arrange- 
ments of all parties interested. 

I am, sir-, yoiu- obedient servant, 

James Charles Coffey. 



Replies received to the foi-egoiiig Letter. 



Floi'enee Court, May 13/’70. 

Lord Enniskillen presents his compliments to Mr. 
Coffey, and begs to thank him for his letter received 
this inoming. It would be impossible for Lord Emiis- 
IciUen to attend the investigation to be lield at Drum- 
sliambo, <rs be will liave to go to London to-mon-ow, 
to be examined before a Committee of the House of 
C'ommous. Lord E. will, however, communicate by 
this day's post with Mr. A. Loftus Tottenham, who 
rftsi<les in the county of Leitrim, ixudwliois theneai-est 
mugisti-ate to Drumsliambo of those who formed die 
deputation. 



Newtown iLiuor, Sligo. 

May 13th. 

Sib, — I am obliged by your letter I'eceived this 
moiTiiugi but I have no intention of attending the 
investigation. I formed one of tlie Deputation who 
aocoiiUMinicd Lord Emiiskilleii when he bi'ought these 
cuse-s under the notice of the Commiasioners ; hut, as 
I then stilted, my objection w.as solely to the appoint- 
ment of Bei-naisl Maguii'e — Shaving no means of mak- 
ing myself acquainted with the merits or demeiits of 
the other cases. 

Bernard Maguire liaviug beeu withdrawn from the 
list of magistrates in north Leitiini, I am satisfied, 
aud leave Mr. M‘£eon’s case to those gentlemen in 
south Leitrim who are better acquainted ivitli it than 
I am. 

Yours very faithfully, 

J. T. Whyte. 



Glenforne Hall, Enniskillen, 
May lotli. 

Dear Coffey, — It is not my intention to he present 
at the investigation at Drumshambo, as I shall most 
likely be in England when it comes on. 

It is, I believe, the intentiou of the magistrates of 
the county (or at all events a certain proportion of 
tlieni) to be represented by counsel at the Inquhy, as 
statements have been made by Mr. Fortescue in' the 
House of Commons, and by the Lord Chancellor (in 
his letter to the magistrates who fomed the dejiuta- 
tiou, stating that he had directed you to hold an 
Inquiiy), from which it appears that counter state- 
ments of a directly opj^waite nature have been made, 



to those made by the deputation, and it will therefore 
be necessary to test tlie accuracy of the adverae state- 
meuts that may be made at the inquiiy, ivitli the view 
of upholding those made by the ma^strates, and show- 
ing that they did not make assertions wlrich could not 
be borne out by fiiots. 

If you will let me know the day yon proi»se to 
hold the inquiry, I will communicate with the magis- 
trates, who will i-equcst theii- representative to make 
his arrangements accoi-dingly. 

I should also be glad to know towards what parti- 
cular portions of the statements made by deputation 
of magistrates, the inquiry will be directed. 

Faithfully yours, 

A. Lofti's Tottenham. 



Univeraily Club, Dublin, 
20th May, 1870. 

Bir, — I regret I Imve beeu from home, and youi- 
letter' only came to my hands last night. 

I do not intend to be present at your iuquii'y at 
Drumshambo, but the gentlemen who signed the 
remousti-anee ■will, I believe, be represented by coun- 
sel. 

With regiU'd to the day to be fixed, I shovdd aay 
your own convenience will be the only matter to he 
considei-ed. 

I have the honoui' to be, sir, 

Your faithful servant, 

J. Bennett Little. 

James Coffey, e.sq., Q.c. 



Dnimsliambo, 14th May, 18"0. 

Sib, — I have the honom- to acknowledge i-eoeipt of 
your letter of the 12th instant, in reference to an 
inquiiy as to my eligibility to he in the Commission 
of the Peace, and to know if I intend to be present at 
the inquu'y. 

I will be present, aud the earliest day you can con- 
veniently appoint will suit me. 

I would like to know if I am entitled to a copy of 
the allegations made against me, as I would like veiy 
much to have a copy of same if so. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Francis M'Keon. 
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CoRKESPONDENCE between William Eoper, Esq., and James Charles Coffey, Esq., q.c. 



60, Upper Moimt-street, Dublin, 
25tli May, 1870. 

Sir, — H a^■illg been instructed to appear as counsel 
on bebaJf of the Magistrates of the county of Leitrim, 
who have remonstrated against the appointment of 
Mr. Fnmcis M'Keon to the Commission of the Peace 
for that county, at an inquiiy to be held by you at 
Drumshambo touching the truth of certain statements 
made by my clients in reference to this appointment 3 
I beg you will be good enough to infoi-m me, whether 
at such inquiry it is your intention to heai* counsel in 
support of the statements made by my clients. Permit 
me to add, that while my clients deshe to abstain 
from anything like prosecution in this inquiry, tliey 
deem it of impoi-tance tliat the statements made by 
them to the Government, and which they believe to 
be tme, should x-eceive due suppoit. 

I have the houoxir to be your obedient servant, 
W1LII.01 Roper. 

J. C. Coffey, esq., Q.c. 



39, Mountjov-squaxe, Dublin, 
28th May, 1870. 

Ill the matter of the Dnxmshambo Inqxury, 

Sir, — I n reply to your letter of the 25th iustixnt, I 
have to inform you, that if the magistrates whom you 
state you are instmcted to repi-esent at the inquiiy at 
Drumshambo, to be held on the 7th June, desire the 
mistance of counsel, I see no objection to accede to 
their wislies, and shall notify the fact of such appli- 
cation to Mr. M‘Keon, in order that he may also 
a^■aiI himself of the .aid of counsel if he so desire. 

I am, sir, your ohefUent sen'ant, 

For James Charles Coffey, 

P. Flasagak, 

Clerk to the Commission. 

William Poiiei-, esq., 

60, Upper Mouut-.street, Dublin. 



Letter from P. Flanagan, Esq., to Francis M'Keon, Esq., j.p. 



39, Mountjoy-square, Dublin, 
28th May, 1870. 

In the mattei' of the Dnimshambo Inquiiy. 

Sib, — I am dii-ected by Mr. Coffey, q.c., to infoi-m 
you, that on arrival tliis morning frein London, he is 
in receipt of a letter frem Mr. William Roper, asking 
}iennissiou to appeal’ on behalf of certain magistrates 
of the county loitidm on. tlie Inquiry (which I am 
desii-ed also to say will be held at Drumshambo on 
Tuesday, 7th June, at twelve o’clock), in support of 
statements made by them in reference to your appoint- 



ment to the rimgistracy of tliat county. Mr. C'ofley 
sees no objection to this applie.ation ; and I am so to 
infonu you, in order that if you think proper you cwi 
also avail yourself of the assistance of counsel. This 
of course is a matter entirely for your own disci'etion. 

I am, sir, your obedient senant, 

P. Flanag-an, 

Clerk to the Commission. 

Fi'ancis M’Keon, esq., J.P., 

Dnimshambo, county Leitrim. 



Advertisejient in the 
County Leitrim Maoistr-acv. 

Whereas His Excellency tbe Lord lieutenant of 
Ii-elaud, did, by waiTant under his hand bearing date 
the 7th day of May, 1870, nominate aud appoint James 
Charles Coffey, esq., one of Her Majesty’s Couiisel, to 
hold a Coiu’t of Inquiiy, at Drumsliambo, in the county 
of Leitaim, there to investigate aud inquire into certain 
allegations made by certoin Justices of the Peace of 
said county touching the qualification and fitness of 
Francis M'Ueon, esq., Justice of the Peace, to be on the 
roll of tlie magistracy for said county. This is to give 
Notice that an open Court of Inquiry will be held by 



“Dublin Gazette.” 

the said Janies Charles Coffey, esq., in the Potty 
Sessions Court, Dnimshambo, in the county of Leitmo. 
on Tuesday, the 7th day of June, 1870, at the hour 
of twelve'o’clock noon, and from day to day until the 
inquiry into said allegations shall have terminateil, of 
which allparties concerned ai-e hereby requiretl to take 
notice. 

Dated this 30th day of May, 1870. 

By order of tlie said James Chai-les Coffey, 

P. Flanagan. 

Clerk of said Court of Iniiuiry. 



Correspondence between Michael M’Keon, Esq., and P. Flanagan, Esq. 



55, Middle Abbey-street, Dublin, 

_ 1st June, 1870. 

Dear Sir, — S ir. MKeon of Dinimshambo has 
handed me your letter to him of the 2Sth ult. arith 
instructions to appear for Iiitti on the Inquiiy therein 
referred to. 

I request that you irdll have the kindness to give 
me the names of the magistrates on whose behalf Mi’. 
William Roper appears, as it may be necessary for me 
to have them in attendance. 

I also request that you will be so good as to fuinish 
me with the particulars of the chaiges that I have to 
be prepared to answer. 

Faithfully yours, 

Michael M'Keon. 

P. Flanagan, esq., Clerk to tbe Conunission, 

39, Mountjoy-square. 



39, Moimtjoy-square, Dublin, 
2nd Jime, 1870. 

Sir,— I n reply to yours'of the 1st inst, i-eceived this 
oming, in -whicli, you require to know the names ol 
.e magistrates, on whose behalf Mr. William Roper 
ipeare, and requesting me to fuinish you tlio 
irtieulars of the chai’ges that you are to be prepai’cd 
answer, , . 

I beg to say I have laid yotu- letter before Mr. 
>ffey, and am directed to enclose you cox>y of Mr- 
oper’s letter, and further to infom you, that the 
mtlemen who formed the deputation to the ^rds 
Mtices in Ireland (in tlie absence of the Lord Hi.-h 
hancellor) were:— 1. The Earl of E^kUlen 2. 
oftus Tottenham, esq., 3. Colonel Whyte, and_4. 
ennett Little, esq., and that the statement as aflectmg 

)umndebYtbedei)utation,ava5to the effectfollowing:— 
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“ Francis 3t‘Keon, weigiimaster at DrumsLambo, 
weighs the huttei' ou market days with his owu liands 
— A 3 "weighniastor is under the jurisdiction of the 
magistrates, of whom he is oue — Is of no social |iosi- 
tion — Has no fee-simple px-opeii;y — Holds several small 
faims (one from Lord Southwell), Giifhth's valuation 
of all his holdings, £130— Is said to have a small 
loan hank." 



I am fxirther to encicae yoxi copy of the memoriid 
which they presented on that occasion. 

I am, Sir, your ol>edient servant, 

P. Flahagan, 

Clerk of Commission of Inquiry. 

Michael M'Keoii, esq., 

65, Middle Abhey-street, Dublin. 



Copy Dked appointing Fraxcis M'Keox Weighmaster of the Totni of Drumshambo. 



To all to whom these presents may come, gi'eeting ; 
MTiereas I, John George Brabjison ronsouby, Earl of 
Bessboi*ough, am seized and posscsed of the fee-simple 
and inheritance of and in the to^ii or hamlet, and lord- 
ship or manor of Dmmsliamha, in the county of Lei- 
trim, in that pai-t of the Uiiitetl Kingdom of Great 
Biitaiu called Ireland, and aiu also seized, possessed 
of, and entitled to all royalties and luemoiial rights, 
duties, customs, and privUege.s belonging or in any- 
wise apj>ertnining to the said town or hamlet of Dnim- 
shaiubo aforesaid, and to all tolls, customs, dues or 
duties payable or receixiible in the s.aid town or hamlet 
of Diunishambo aforesaid, or in tlie lordship or manor 
of Dmuisliambo aforesaid, and amongst such royalties, 
rights, tines, and eustom.s, aforesaid, I am entitled to 
the tolls, fees, duties, due.s, or customs, jiayable ou all 
gotsls, wai-es, and mercliaudiso bouglit or sold in the 
.said market or fair, held or to be holden in the said 
town of Drumshambo, afore&ud ; and wliereas the office 
or situation of weighmaster being necessary to he filled 
or occupied in the said town tif Drumshambo, for the 
puiqxose of insuring the safe and hone.st sale of tiuffic 
of wares, goods, and merehaiulise, to be bought, sold, 
or exchanged in the saiil town of Dnnnshambo, accoixl- 
ing to tlie form of the statute in eiich case made and 
promded, and which office, post, or situation of weigh- 
master has been heretofore for some time held and pei-- 
fonued by one Fi-ancis M‘Keou, of the said town of 
Dnimaliambo, aforesaid, grazier, and being desirous 
that the duty of weighmastei in said town should 
thenceforth be honestly, faithfully, and in trustworthy 
niannei’ dischaaged and peifomed, and in such manner 
as will insure public confidence and tend to the well- 
being of the honest and fair trader who shall think fit 
•or expedient to send in tlieir goods, WiU'es, and mer- 
chandise for sale into tlie said fiiir ormarket of Dium- 
shambo, or who sliall attend, or think fit to attend at 
said fail’s or markets holden in said toivn, for the pur- 
jwse of bupng orpurchasing any articles, goods, wai’es, 
and luercliandisp, and in vii-tne of the right, power, or 
authority, so vested in me, Kow know ye, all men, 
tliat I, Joliu Qeoige Bnibazoii Pousonbv, Earl of Bess- 
borough, Imve by this present Deed or gi-ant, to which 



I have affixed my seal and title of honour, for divere 
good causes and considerations me thereto moving, 
hei-eby duly, legally, rightfully, and lawfully made, 
nominated, 'constituted, inducted, and appointed, and 
by these jiresents under my hand and seid, doth heiehy 
uominate, constitute, induct, and aiipoint the said 
Frandg M‘Keon, of DnimsLambo, aforesaid, gi-azier, 
weighmaster of the said town of Drumshambo, for me, 
and in my name, to act as such, and peifoi-m all the 
duties appertaining, or of right belonging, to the said 
office or post of weighmaster, and to attend, superin- 
tend, amt inspect, all the goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, to bo bought and sold, and wliicli may lequire to 
be weighed, or tlie weight tliereof fairly ;md I’ightfuUy 
ascertained ; To hare and to hold, use, occupy, jxissess, 
and enjoy unto the said Francis M'lveon the said office, 
post, or situation of weighmaster in and for tlje said 
town of Drumshamlm, and all fees, profits, duties, and 
emoluments of right belonging to, or usually or hereto- 
fore held, received, and enjoyed by the previous weigh- 
master theieof, for the sole and exclusive use, benefit, 
and behoof of tire said Francis M‘Keon, from this day 
hencefoi-wai-d, for imd dui’ing the natural life of him 
the said Francis M’Keon, or during the good behaviour 
or honest or faithful doMharge of the duty of weigh- 
master, in the said town of Drumshambo, by the .said 
Fi-aneis M‘Keon, for the honest and faithful dischai-ge 
of such duty by, and the right of the said Francis 
M‘Keon, to I’eceive the duties, dues, fees, or tolls pay- 
able to him as such weighmaster of, in, and for said 
town of Dramshiimbo, and to retain such fees, duties, 
and customs for his c>wu use and benefit, tliis shall be 
his sufficient warrant and authority. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto, in the pre- 
sence of credible witnesses, affixed my seal and sub- 
scribed my title of honour this 26th day of April, in 
the year of Our Lord 13o9. 

Bessborouqh {Seal.) 

Signed, sealed, and de- j 
lir-cred in ju’esence of f 
JoHS Pope, 1 

"W^ILLlAJt COGUJS. ) 



Copy of Return from Clerk of Poor Law Union. 

Counly of Leituim, Barony of LeiTiiiit, Union of C*rrick-<is-SiiassoN| Electoral Division of Dbumshajuio. 



Nft 




Description of Tenement. 




Annual 

Valuation. 


TowiilonOx and 
Occupiers. 


liumediate X.es3Qre. 










£ a. a. 


Town of Dbcmsuambo. 












Francis 21‘Keon, . 


House, oOiceA and yard. 






Terence Connolly, . 


Same, . . 


House and office, .... 










House 








Hugli O’iieime, . 


House, offices, yard, and small garden, 






Francis M'Keon, 


Same, 


Market-house, cranes, office, nnd yard, 


~ 








PruSta of 2 crones 


- 


20 0 0 












Francis M’Keon, . 


Lord Soutbwell, . 


Land, ...... 


49 0 0 




Reshcabbigam E.D. 




















Fr.im-is M'Keon, 


Lord Southwell, . 


Herd’s house, offices, and land, . 


42 0 37 








' 


91 0 37 


129 10 0 
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SciDiABT of Petty Sessioks Clerk's Return. 



1865. 

la the yeai- 1865, there were twenty-five days ap- 
pelted for holding the Petty Sessions Coiu;t at Diaim- 
ghambo. 

On six of tliese days only one Magistrate attended, 

On 19th January, 1865, A. J. V. L. Bii-chall, esq. 

„ 2nd FebruaiT, „ L. A. Ih-eston, esq. 

„ 13th April, „ L. A. Ti-estou, esq. 

„ 27th April, „ L. A. Ti'cston, esq. 

„ 22nd June, „ A. J. V. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 7th December, ,, L. A. Ti-eston, esq. 

On the six days below specified, no Petty Sessions 
Court was held, in consequence of there l>eing no 
Magistrate in attendance, viz. ; — 

30th March, 1865. 17th August, 1865. 

6th July, „ 9th November, „ 

20th July, „ 21st December, „ 

1866. 

In the year 1866, there were twenty-five days ap- 
pointed for holding the Petty Sessions Coiut at Drum- 
shambo. 

On twelve of tliese days only one Magistrate at- 
tended, viz. ; — 

On 4th January, 1866, A, J. V. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 18th ,, ’ „ A. J. V. L. Bii-ch;\ll, esq. 

„ 1st Mai-ch, „ L. A. Ti-eston, esq. 

„ 26th April, „ Geo. B. Cronin, esq. 

„ 24th May, „ A. J. V. L. Bhvhall, esq. 

„ 7th June, „ A. J. V. L. Bii-chall, esq. 

„ 16th August, „ Geo. R. Crenin, esq. 

„ 30th „ „ A. J. V. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 27th Septembei-, „ Geo. R. Cronin, esq. 

„ 25th October, „ Geo. R. Cronin, estj. 

„ 8th Novemher, „ A. J. V. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 6th December, „ A. J. V. L. Birchall, esq. 

On the 10th May, 1866, no Petty Sessions Comt 
was held in consequence of there being no Magistrate 
in attendance. 

1867. 

In the year 1867, there were twenty-six days ap- 
pointed for holding the Petty Sessions Court at Dium- 
shambo. 

On twelve of tliese days only one Magistiate at- 
tended, viz. : — 

On 3rd January, 1867, A. J. V. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 17th „ „ Geo. R. Cronin, esq. 

„ 31st „ „ A. J. Y. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 11th April, „ A. J. Y. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 9th May, „ Geo. R. Cronin, esq. 

,, 6th June, „ Geo. R. Cronin, esq. 

„ 18th July, „ Geo. R. Cronin, esq. 

„ 1st August, „ Geo. R. Orenin, esq. 

,, 15th August, „ Geo. R. Cronin, esq. 

/ „ 12th September, „ A. J- Y. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 26th „ I, A. J. Y. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 7th November, „ Geo. R. Cronin, esq. 

On the three days below specified, no Petty Sessions 
Court was held in consequence of there being no Ma- 
gistrate in attendance, viz. ; — 

28th February, 1867. 

23rd May, „ 

29th August, „ 



1868. 

In the year 186S, there were tweniy-live days iqv 
pointed for holding the Petty .Sessions Couiv at Drum- 
shambo. 

On ten of these days only one Magistrate attended, 

On 2nd Jamuiry, 18ti8, A. J. Y. L. Biivl.:Ji, wq. 

„ 30th ,, „ A. J. Y. L, Bill-hall, eSq. 

„ 13th Febiuiiry, „ Y'. C. Hamilton, osq. 

„ 7th May, „ Y'. C. Hamilton, esq. 

„ 4th June, „ A. J. Y. L. Bitthall, esq. 

„ 10th September,,, A. J. Y. L. BivehaU, esq. 

„ 8tli Octuljer, „ A. J. Y. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 22ud „ „ A. J. V. L. Birchiill, esq. 

„ 5th November, „ Y'. C^. Himiiltoii. esq. 

„ 3rd December, „ A J. Y. L. Bircliai!, esn. 

On the three dnj-s below specified, uo Petty Sessions 
Court was held in conseiptence of there ln-ing no hti- 
gistrate in atteiulanee, viz. : — 

9th April, 1868. 

21st May. 

16th .July. „ 



1869 . 

In the year 1809. there weii^ twenty-sis days aje 
pointed for hohliiig the I'etty Swsions CVnu-t at Driuu- 
shambo. 

On fourteen of these tlays only one Mngistr.ate at- 
tended, viz. : — 

On 14tli January, 1869, Jidm T. Bt'inc, esq. 

„ 11th February, ,, John T. Byrue. tsq. 

„ 25th „ ,, A. J. A*. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 11th ilareh, „ A. J. A'. L. Bireliidl, esq. 

,, 25th „ „ A. J. A”. L. Biivhall, esq. 

„ 22nd April, „ -L. J. A'. L. Birchall, esq. 

„ 6th May, ,, A. J. ~V. L. Bivcludl, esq. 

„ 20th „ A. .J. Y. L. Bircluall, esq. 

„ 12th August. „ E Jwd. C. AYyiuie, e.sq. 

„ 26th „ „ A. J. Y. L. Birchal!, es<|. 

„ 9th Scptemlxn-, „ A. J. A’’. L. BkclicJl, esq. 

„ 23rd ,, Edwd. C. AYyiine, esq. 

„ 4th November, „ A. J. Y. Ij. Bu'chall, e.sq. 

„ 2nd December, „ A. J. A'. L. Birchall, esq. 

On the four days lielow sq>ecified, no Petty .Sessions 
Court v’as held in consequence of there being no Ma- 
gistrate in attendance, viz. ; — 

8th April, 1869. 21st October. I860. 

29th July, „ 30tli December, „ 



1870. 

From 1st January to 7th June, 1870, there were 
eleven days appointed for holding the Petty Sessions 
Court at Dmmshambo. 

On three of these days only one MagLstmte attended, 

On 13bh January, 1870, Francis M'Keon, esq. 

„ 7th April, „ Francis M ‘Keen, esq. 

„ 21st „ „ Francis M'Keon, esq. 

On the 24th March, 1870, no Petty Sessions Court 
was held in consequence of ^ere being no Magistrate- 
in attendance. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



COUET-HOUSE, DRUMSHAMBO, 

Tuesday, 7th June, 1870. 

Mr. J. C. Coffey, q.c., the Commissioner appointed to inquire into and report upon ceitein 
allegations respecting the qualifications of Mr. I^ncis M'Keon to be a Ju.stice of the Peace for the 
county of Leitrim, commenced the investigation at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. Pder Flanagan, Clerk to the Commission, having read the warrant for holding the inquiry 
and the Gazette notice fixing the time and place, — 



Mr. Coffey said — As I see some gentlemen of the 
bar here I would be glad to know for whom they 
appear. 

Ml'. Rajyer . — I ara instructed to repi-esent the justices 
•who have thouglit it their duty to take some ohjec- 
tinns to the a]>pointment of Mr. M‘Keon. 

Mr. McMahon, — Who are they 1 

Mr. Roper . — His worship has their names. 

Mr. M'Mahon. — Wliat are the names ’! 

Mr. fJirchaU, j.p. — I am one of them, and if you 
wish to know 

Mr. Coffey. — You have not been asked the ques- 
tion, and I must beg of you not to intennpt. 

Mr. BirchaU . — He asked who they were. 

Mr. Coffey. — At ]n'eseut I ara addressing tlie jwo- 
fessional gentlemen. By-aiid-by, if it is necessary for 
you to intervene, I shall have gieat pleasure in hearing 
you. 

Mr. BirchaU. — I do not ■want to intervene. 

hir. M'Hahon . — Do I understand that Mr. Roper 
is coimsol for Mr. BirchaU alone ? 

Mr. Roper . — Not for him alone. 

Mr. Coffey. — I do not undei'stand that Mr. Roper 
appears for Mr. BirchaU alone, but that he is counsel 
for certain magistrates who object to "the appointment 
of Mr. M'Keon, and whose names appear signed to an 
official document which I have now before me. Am 
I to understand, Mr. Roper, that you appeal- for tliose 
gentlemen i 

Mr. Uoper, — Yes, 

Ml-. J/‘,Vaha>i . — I appem- for Mr. 3f‘Keon. I am 
liis counsel. 

Ml-. Coffey. — Is Mr. 5I-lveon present! 

Mr. Brands J/‘Aeo?i. — I am. 

Jlr. Coffey. — Do you desire to sit on the bench ? 

Mr. M'Reoii. — No. I jn-efer to sit heside my 
counsel. 

Jlr. Coffey. — I wish to make a few ohsei-vation-s 
before this Court oj^iens. I have before me instructions 
given to me by the Lord Chancellor's Secretary, with 
certain official documents containing a memorial from 
certain magistrates of the county of Leitrim, and also 
the minutes of statements made by a deputation from 
thc-.se gentlemen, which I shall read in due time. 
Tills lieiiig an inquirj- into the eligibility of one of 
tlie magistrates who has been duly ajipointed a luagis- 
ti-.ito of this county. I should not take upon myself 
the responsibility of liaving a public inquii-y into the 
suitableness or eligibility of tliat gentleman to appear 
on the roll of magistrates, but that I understand in 
an informal way from the gentleman who told me he 
was to represent Mr. M'Keon as counsel, that it was 
desii-able, the matter having already received a public 
discussion in the Houses of Parliament, that the in- 
quiry should be also public. It is Mr. M'Keon 's right, 

if lie so desii-es it, to have this inquiry public ^it is 

his right, if he so desires it, to have the inquiry private. 
I do not think it right tliat the drcumstauces socially, 
or the property financially of any gentleman should 
be investigated in a public court unless the gentleman 
himself desires it and is a party to it, I wish to know, 
Mr. M'Mahon, what are your views on that matter. 

Mr. M'Mahon. — On the part of Mr. M'Keon I have 



to say that be desires this iuquii-y should be public. 
The charges made against him to the Government and 
before Parliament are of a very serious kind. He in- 
s-tivicts me to say that in evei-y particular all those 
charges are unfounded. 

Mr. CkiFFEY. — That will do for the present. 

Mr. M'Mahoii . — He wishes to have the inquiry in 
pubUc here — to meet every allegation made against 
him and to answer tliem. 

Mr. Roper. — On the pai-t of the magistiutes, for 
whom I appear, I have to say that they have no wish 
whatever to have this inquiry a public one — or to have 
it a private one — I mean tliat they have no object one 
way or the other ; whatever Mr. M'Keon thinks best 
I am perfectly willing to adopt. I have no wish to 
liave the inquiry public if he does not like it. 

Mr. Coffey. — I ask yom- attention to this. I have 
before me— Ipresumeyouhaveaeopyalso — thenicniovial 
signed by a number- of gentlemen, magisti-ates of this 
county, addressed to the Lord Chancellor, and dated 
5th April, 1870. 

Mr. Roper. — I have not. I have not had the oppor- 
tunity of seeing that memorial. 

Mr. Coffey. — I will have it read for you. 

Mr. P. Flanagan read tire memorial of 5tli April, 
1870, with the names attached. 

Mr. Coffey. — The nest document is tlie minutes of 
proceeding.? that occiin-ed on a deputation, consisting of 
the Eurl of Enniskillen, Mr. Totteuliam, Colonel Wh3rte, 
and Mr. Bennett Little, who had aninten-iew -with the 
Lonls Gommissionei-s holding .authority in the absence 
of tbe Lord Chancellor, who was not at the time in 
Dublin. It appeai-s tliat at the intei-r-iew they pi-e- 
sented the memorial just read, and mode certain state- 
ments regartling the appointment of tln-ee gentlemen 
who liad been i-ecently intni.sted with the commission 
ofthe peace. With two of tliese gentlemen I have nothing 
to do. One gentleman, 1 under-stand, lias resigned ; 
the charges against the other, I understand, have been 
withdrawn, and the warrant under which I am acting 
and holding this court of inquiry has reference only to 
the statements affecting Mr. Fi-ancis M'Keon; and the 
statements, or i-ather the objections against Mr. M'Keon 
made by the deputation, as appeai-ing on the minutes 
taken by the Lord Chancellor’s secretary me — ^that 
Mr. M'Keon is weigbma.-rter of Drumshambo ; that he 
weighs the butter on mar-ket days with his own hands ; 
that as weighmaster he is rmder the jurisdiction of tluk 
magisti-ates, of whom he is one ; that he is of no social 
iwsitiou ; that he has no fee-simple propeiiy ; that he 
holds some small farms — one from Lord Southwell ; 
that the gross valuation of all his holdings amounts to 
£130 a-year; and that he keeps a small loan bank. I 
am not aware, Sir. Rojier, whether you have a copy of 
this document. 

Mr, Rop&\ — No.-- I never saw nor heanl of it before 
in these words. 

Mr. Coffey. — Then you at-e badly instructed if you 
did not hear of it. 

Mr. Roper. — Something like it— it contains some 
matters I heard of before. That is -what I mean. 

Mr. Coffey. — The matters I have mentioned are 
substantially those -which were publicly discussed in 
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■’^he House of Commons ; I do not see much difference 
■between them and the statements of the deputation 
•which I have read. You shall have a copy of this 
document if you desire it. 

Mr. Boper . — I would wish to see it. 

Mr. Coffey. — Mr. M'Keon can have a copy also. 

Mr. — We have got it. 

Mr Coffey. — I will be happy, Mr. Roper, to hear 
now anything yon have tosay withi-espectto this inquiiy. 

Mr. Boper . — I have very little to say — but appear- 
ing as I do, on the part of these magistrates, it is right 
to say that I am instmcted, strongly instracted to 
state that they do not ap{>ear here at all as the accusers 
or proseeutora in the slightest degree of Mr. M'Keon 

the vei'y reveise. They thought it theii’ duty to take 

ceitain objections to his appointment, and they did so 
to the proper authority. They have asked simply for 
an inquiiy to satisfy the mind of the Chancellor. That 
inquiiy is now being held. I do not understand this 
to be an inquiry into anytliing like the moi-al charactei- 
or conduct of Mr. M'Keon. Not at all 

Mr. Coffey. — I do not see how Mr. M'Keon’s 
character is impeached at all. 

Mr. Boper. — No. My clients do not for one niomeut 
impeach it. It is an inquiry — ^to use your own most ex- 
cellentword — into the “eligibility” of Mr. M'Keon to 
be a magisti-ate — ^whether his social status and position, 
and general employment, fit him for the duties of the 
magisti-acy — and no more. I have no more to say on 
that part of the subject. With regard to the interfer- 
ence of the niagistiates in the inquiiy, I am iirntructed 
to abstain as much as possible from that, and to leave 
the conduct of it to you But it is theii- duty, and 
they think it right to assist the Coni-t in the giving of 



evidence in a reasonable way, but they will leave it to 
the Court; as was very much the case in the Derry 
inquiry — to ascertain the truth. My clients instruct 
me to say that they wish not to interfere in anything 
like a pressing way against Mr. M'Keon. 

Mr. Coffey. — You •»\ill take your own coui-se. I 
ara here for the purpose of conducting the Inquiry, 
and to give you, as representing those gentlemen who 
wanonstrated against tliis appointment, every oppor- 
tunity and every facility for bringing fonvard any 
matter you think would render Mr, M'Keon ineligible 
to hold the office of magisti-ate that has been conferred 
uj)on him. . You can e.Kamine any witness you please 
within certain proper limits which I shall control to 
the best of my discretion, or if you prefer it I will 
examine the witnesses myself. I am here, as I said, 
to give you the fullrat opportunity — the largest fa- 
cilities ill caiTying out this Inquiry. I will either 
take on myself the examination of the ■witnesses, or 
yon mav examine tliem yourpelf, subject to such con- 
trol as I may think it necessary to exercise. 

Mr. Boper . — Nothing can be fairer tlian tliat. I 
will tender a few witnesses to show that what the 
magistrates stated to be true they believed to lie ti-ue, 
and I ■will ask to examine them if yon have no objec- 
tion. It -would be almost impossible for you, sitting 
here, as a stranger, to know anything of -what the 
witnesses can say, and that, therefore, you could com- 
pletely examine these people as to the facts. If you 
will allow me, therefore, I sh.all in the first instance 
ask some questions •within, of course, fair limits. 

Sti-. Coffey. — Certainly. 

Mr. Boper . — Tlie firatpei-son I-wOl call is the Clerk 
of the Union. 



Abraham O'Comuyr was the 

Mr. Roper. — Will you direct him to be sworn 1 

Mr. Coffey. — No, not at present. 

1. Mr. Roper {to loitness). — I believe you are tbe 
Clerk of the Union of this disti-ict ? — I am. 

2. Have you the books of the Union -with you? — I 
have. 

3. The tenement valuation books ? — ^Yes. 

4. Can you tell the Coui-t fi-om tliese books what 
premises Mr. Brancis M'Keon holds in or about 
Drumahambo ? — I can. 

[Mr. Roper handed vvitness a docimient.] 

5. Look at tliat and see is it con-eetl— You had 
better ask Mr. M'Keon ; he might have a small i»r- 
tion that I do not know of. 

6. Mr. Coffey. — Give us the infomntion yourself 
in the first instance, and if it is necessaiy to supple- 
ment the document it can be done i — 11 itness. — Yes. 

I think this ^ifie doctt'ment\ is coweet, as far as I 
know. 

7. Ml-. B.oper.—Aa far as you know, and as far as 
vour hooks give you the opportunity of knowing, that 
is correct 1 — It is. 

Ml’. Coffey. — Give me the result ! 

Mr. Bo})cr . — The i-esult is this — that the number 
•of acres Mr. M'Keon appears to be tenant of is 91 
acres 37 perches. 

[To iDit?iess].— Is that Irish or statute measiu-e? 
ft-Statute. _ 

9. And the annual Viiluatioii of Mr. M'Keons 
premises or property, or whatever you call it, in this 
union is £ 1 29 1 0«. ?— That is so. 

10. That appears to be all he has in the county of 
Leitrim? — Yes, that is all I know of. 

11. Mr. Coffey. — That includes laud and houses? 
— Yes, land and houses, and crane. 

12. Are the details set out in that document? — 
Yea [itn’iness read some of the details^. 

1 3. Is it a copy made 1^ you ? — Yes ; that is my copy. 

Sign it and hand it in. 

Mr. Roper.—lt, may be more convenient if he 
makes a copy of it, and signs tliat and hands it in. 

Mr. Coffey. — Yei-y well. Let the copy be made 
at once, signed, and lianded in. 



. called, and came forward. 

Wituees . — I wish it to be corrected by Mr. M'Keon. 

Mr. llojw. — He can correct it liiinself. 

FiVness. — He may have something else tliat I do not 
know of. 

Ml-. Boper. — All you can tell is, that the return 
comes out of your books — that is all you know. 

14. Mr. toitness'). — Mr. M'Keon himself 

has been a j-aior law guardian for this division of the 
union? — He lias; since he has become an e.x-officio 
guardian. 

16. Mr. Boper. — DM not Mr. M'Keon claim to vote 
at the election of poor law guardian out of the Ciiine ! — 

Mr. 2Bifaho)t . — I object 'to this. 

Mr. Coffey. — I do not see how this hears on the 
question. 

Mr. Boper. — I want to show tluit he actually votwl 
out of these prem i ses. 

Ml-. Coffey. — W ait until some coutroveisy arises ou 
the point, and it is shown to be material. 

[Mr. Hugh O’Beh-ne, j.p., pui-ohnser front Lord 
Bessborough of the lease of the Crane premises, handed 
in, at the request of Mr. Roper a document puriiort- 
ing to be a cojiy of Mr. Fi-ancis M'Koon’s appointment 
as “ deputy ’’ weiglimaster of Dmnisliambo. 

Ml'. J/'J/a/ioH said there was no such appoiiitineut 
as “ deputy ” weighmaster. Mr. M-Keon v'vas weigh- 
mnster of Dnmishambo under Lord Bessborough, whose 
interest Mr. O’Beirne bad purchased. 

Mr. Coffey said at present he could not receive tlic 
document iu evidence, and added : — As to the matter ot 
fact of JL-. M'Keon’s position with respect to this office 
of weighmastei-, there can really be no difficulty about 
it ; it will be tlie common case of both parties, but the 
document now tendered can give no .assistance. It is 
not an original document, nor is Mr. M'Keon brouglit 
iu anv way in privity wi-th it. 

Mr. M'Mahon . — We know nothing about it. Wo 
will produce Mr. M'Keou’s apiwmtmeiit by-und-bv. 

ill'. Coffey directed the evidence of Mr. OBeiine 
and the evidence of the Rev. Stephen Radclifi'e, who 
was next examined, to be expunged from the notes as 
being immaterial]. 



Abraham 

Ci'Connor. 
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John C-ooney. 



John CooTiey examined by Mr. Roper. 



16. You know the to'wn of Drumshambo? — Well. 

17. Are you in the habit of weighing goods, or of 
buying and selling goods, or getting goods weighed in 
the market 1 — In the season I used to buy oats. 

18. Do you still buy oats! — N’o; none is selling. 

19. But in tlie season 1 — Yes. 

20. You bought oats last year? — I did. 

21. The oat season, is from August to spring, is not 
that the time? — ^Yes. 

32. You liad them weighed in the Mavket-.squai'e 1 
—Yes. 

23. Have you ever seen Mi'. M'Keon in or about 
the Sfju;\re, when y'ou were buying and getting your 
goods weighed ? — l^o, not at the scales. 

2i. I did not ask you whether you saw him at the 
scales. Did you ever see him in the Marketrsquare ? 
— No, unless I saw liim -walking out of the gate. 

25. Do you know what is the meaning of “ inside 
the Market-squiii e ” 1 Did you ever see Mi\ M'Keon 
in the Miu'bet-squore in tlie course of yovu' life ?— I 
did. 

26. Of course you did. Did you often see him in 
the Mai'ket-sqtiiire when business was going on 1 — 
{Not ans-ioej'ed.) 

27. Have you not often seen him ? — ^Well, not often. 

28. Did you see him at all ( — "Well, I did see him, 
but not weighing. 

29. Oh, of coui-se not. But have you not often 
seen him there ? — {Not answered.) 

30. Did yon overpay for weighing youi-self ! — I did. 

31. Used a docket be is-sned of the amount of the 
weight 1 — Tliere used. 

32. What name used to be at tlie bottom of it? — 
Nothing but “• Cooney ” at the top. 

33. Thiit was the old system, ujj to two years ago. 
But -what is in the document now ’? — Tliat was what 
used to be in it always. 

34. Are you sure of that? — Well, I am not sure. 

35. Take the document that used to be issued for 
your oats : what name was there to it ? — (Sot (tn- 
awered. ) 

3C. Was there the name of any jierson ? — (-Voi 
ctnsiMvd.) 

hli'. (JoPFET. — I think the ju-oper way is to luk the 
witness in the first iustiince to produce any of these 
dockets, if he has them. 

hlr. Ro/>ei \ — 1 was going to ask lu’ni that. 

37. (To iciOiess .) — Have you got any of these weigh 
tickets ?— No ; it is a long time since I got a docu- 
ment. I did not get any printed document tliis long 
time. 

38. Cut thei-e wei-e printeil documents? — There 
'NV'ei’e. 

3!'. How long ago I — I could not tell. 

40. One year? — It is more than a year. 

41. Twoyeai-s? — I don't know. 

42. Three veal's ? — Six if you like. 

4;>. It is not ■u'hiit I like, but what you like? — It 
is two or three yeai's. 

44. Did yon see a pmited document or ticket in the 
woigh-yavd a year ago ? — It is over a year and more — 
two ycr.'.s. 

4-*i. Ill or aiiout two years ? — I do not know when. 

40. What do you mean by over a year? — I could 
not be exact. 

47. I do not want you to he exact ; give it to me 
within six months of the time ? — (Set aiiewwed.) 

48. 3Ir. CoFFEi’. — Used you buy outs eveiy year ? 

■ — I ust'l to buy oats. 

49. Up to what period of the year ? — During the 
season for oats — the spring. 

50. You used to dail in oats in spring. How did 
you get the oats weighed ?— It was ■weighed at the 
scale.s, and then I took it away. 

51. Did you get any docket when the oats ■was 
weighed 7 — A docket with “ Cooney ” at the head, and 
the weight. 

52. Was iiiere any planting on the docket ? — No. 



53. No printing ■whatever? — None this long time. 

54. Mr. Roper. — At the time there were printed 
dockets was thei-e a name at the bottom of the docket 
showing who was the weighmastei' ? — I did not mind 
that. 

55. Are you quite sure you did not mind that? 1 
know right well you did mind it. When the docket 
was printed was there not another name on it besides 
“ Cooney ” ? — -There was not “ Cooney ” on it. 

56. You are a very clever fellow, but not altogether 
tu5 clever as you think. When the docket was printed 
■was not the name of the weiglnnaster written or 
printed at the bottom of the ticket? — There mighty 
but I don’t know. 

57. There might — was there not? — (Sota^iswere.d^' 

Mr. Coffey. — I think you had better let this man 

go. It is not worth losing time ■with him. He 
is evidently unwilling to give information. As to 
the matter of fact about wlucli you are inquiring, I 
will dispose of it in two minutes at the proper time. 
Mr. M'Keon himself must be examined, and he ivill 
tell all about it. 

Mr. Roper. — I think this man can tell too. 

58. (To xcitness ). — Did you ever issue dockets your- 
self? — I did. 

59. When you issued them were they printed or 
written ? — Tliey were done ivith my o'wn pencU out 
of my pocket on a slip of paper. 

60. How long had yon been issuing these dockets ? 
— Not long. Wlien he was aw.ay himself I used to 
help him. 

61. Wlien who was away? — Mr. M'Keon. I used 
to assist. 

62. Mr. Coffey. — Surelyif you were engaged in that 
you must know the form of the docket and what was 
in it just as well as you know anything in the world ? 
— It was a piece of jxiper. Suppose the buyer was 
“Molloy,” tliere would be “Molloy" at the top, and 
the weight ; that is all. 

63. Was there no print? — No letter al all of print 
on the docket. 

64. Mr. Roper. — Did you ever get any money for 
weighing ? — No. 

65. When assisting tliere ? — Never. 

66. Are you sure you never got a fai-thing ? — No. 
We used to give it to his cranera. 

67. Mr. M'Keon’sa-aners? — Yes. "When the market 
would be thronged, to oblige him, and the craners 
would hand the money to Mr. M'Keou. 

68. Who are the ci-auei-s? — Their names ai-e Cox 
and Rouxke. 

69. What are their Christian names ? — Patrick Cox 
and Pati-ick Rourke. 

70. Did you ever pay j\Ir. M'Keon himself any of 
these moneys ? — No ; he was not then at home. 

71. Did you ever pay him any money ? — I did pay 
him money, but not at that time. 

72. Wluit money did you jjay him ?- — I paid him 
rent — for pigs. 

73. Did you ever pay him for matters weigheil by 
you in the yaixl ? — ^Well, I ilid, I suppose. 

74. Wliat is the use of s.aying you “suppo.se”? 
Don’t you know jierfectly -well you did ? — -It is a goai 
while now. 

76. No matter about the good while. Did yon jKiy 
him ? — I do not know. I used to pay Roiu-kc or Cox ; 
whoever gsrve me the docket. 

76. Used you pay the money to hli-. M'Keou him- 
self? — Nevei'. 

77. Did yon never? — It is along time ago. 

Mr. Coffey. — Thei-e is no use in keeping this man ; 
it is only occupying time. I assume that the statement 
is ti’iie that ili-. M'Keon gets the proceeds of the 
weighing of the butter, oats, and everything else that 
is weighed in this market. Until the contrary is 
shown, I suppose thei-e is no doubt about it. 

Mr. Roper. — That -will save a gi-eat deal of time. 

Mr, M'Malxon . — I do not want to deny that at all. 
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James Soulie. 



Jai>xes Soiilif. was called, and came frirwavd, wlieri 



Mr. Roper said — I do not think I will ti-oulile you 
OTth tlie evidence of this man at ail. 

Mr. OOFFEY. — If towards the close of the inquiry, 
or indeed at any stage of it, it becomes a point in 
controversy whether Mr. M'Keon is in receipt of the 
procee<ls of this market, or whether the persons em- 
ployed by him hand over the money to him. I %vill let 
you go in evidence to any length yon like ; but assum- 
ing from the papei-s before me tli.at no sncli coiitroversy 
can arise, I took tlie liberty of cutting you short on 
that matter. 

Mr. Roper . — Tliat will do. I may say that I labouv 
under this disadvanbige, that T e.annot give informa- 
tion on some of tlie jioints in the statement j'ou read 
until I make inquiry. For instance, the statements that 
he is weiglminster, and weighs with his oavn hands, and 



is umler the juri.sdiction of the magi-smites. I cannot 
tell whether that is so until I look into the matter. 

Mr. Coffey. — You mean, look into the legal jniinf? 
Mr. — I can state that he is not imdcr 

the juiisdictiau of the magistrates. 

iir. Roper . — You are aidser than I am. I do not 
know. 

Mr. CViFTF-Y. — Is Drunishambo under the Tom-iis 
Commissioners Act I 
Mr. Ptrlmrt- (solicitor). — It is not. 
ilr. Rope ,-. — Let that point stand over. 

Mr. C'oFFEV.--Ifyou think you we in the smallest 
degree hurried or impeded. I will let you go bad: or. 
any and eveiy jioint that there is a controversy al*uui 
— any doubt or coiitrovc-.-sy. 

Mr. Koprr . — Tliat will do. 



A. J. Y. L. Birchall, J.p., 

7S. You reside in tliis neighbourhood, and we a 
inagistiiite of tliis county? — I am for nearly thirty 
years. 

79. You know Mr. M‘Keou, I have no doubt, verv 
weU?— Ido. 

SO. To your knowledge Is he the OTOcr of any fee- 
simple e.state in this county ? — To my knowledge he 
has not — he has nothing but two or three houses in 
town. 

Mr. Roper . — That is all I want 

Ml-. Coffey. — I won’t receive the last )>iece of evi- 
dence — 

IFthwas. — Let me see anybody who will say he Las 
any fee-simple pi-oj>erty. 

Ml-. iRMalum . — "We shall gi\ e evidence of what 
pi-operty Mr. M‘Keon has. 

Mr. Rapa- (to Mr. Coffey ). — I have nobody else to 
examine now. 

Ml-. J/‘jya/ioju— -Do you close your case ? 

Mr. Roper . — I close as far as the present is con- 
cerned. 

81. Mr. Coffey. — C anyon give me any assistince, or 



examined by Mi*. Roper. 

do you suggest to mo any witness th,at can gii-c me hi- 
fonimtion n.s to the statement that this gentleuirm, Mr. 
Fi-aiieis M'Keon, was in the habit of weighing 
with Ids own hanils ? 

Mr. M-Mo/ioii. — 3Ii'. M'Keon -R-ill be examiii-.-i! us 
to tliat. 

Mr. Roper . — Do yon call ^vitnesses. I could hnrdly 
e.-cpect to get the evidence after what I have seen. 

Mr. Coffey. — I do not know -what youi- iliihoiilties 
may be, but I knoa- what my duty is, and I will fio it. 
Thei-o is the docmueiit before me containing ceitaiii 
statements. I am determined as fur us I can to inves- 
tigate every c-nc of these statements, nnd to obtain 
every i>artido of evidence in ray power that will tlirow 
light on them. Can you tell me where the evidenco 
exists, or .suggest' where I may find it? If vou do, I will 
not put you 1 1 the trouble of examining the witnes.ses. 
If you Ciiu suggest anybody who can give the informa- 
tion I will util him iiefore me and evamiiie him 
my.self. 

Ml-. Ropif (after cona-dthig loUlt .tfr. Ruh/ier ), — 
Then c:ill Pat Cooney. 



J. V. L. 
UirchiiU, j.r. 



Patrick Cootiey examined by 3Iv. Coffey. 



82. I understand you can give me s-ime information 
about this market in Diaimshambo, and it is your dnty 
and your business to tell me tlie tnith, and the full 
truth, and to do so frankly and fairly ? — Of coui'se. 

83. In what caiiacity are you employed in this 
market? — Trading in oats. 

84. Are yon in Mr. M'Keon’s emplojnnent ? — ^Ko. 
I am in my own employment 

85. You are. a dealer in oats 1 — Yes. 

86. Do you deal in any other commodity ?— Ko, not 
in any other. 

87. Have you anything to say to dealings in butter 1 
—No. 

88., How often is this market-house used ? — Well, I 
do mft know. 

89. What are tlie principal market-days here 1 — 
Fridays are the market-days. 

90. Friday is the oi-diuary market-day? — ^Exactly. 

91. Is the market once a week? — Once a week. 

92. Do you live in Dmmsharabo yourself? — No, I 
live two tu^es away. 

93. Do you frequent this market every mai-ketilay? 
— In harvest and winter and up to spring I do. 

94. Do you know Mr. M'Keon ? — I do, perfectly 
well. 

95. Have vou seen him in the market while com- 
modities were being sold and weighed there ? — I have 
seen him leaving his house and go into themoi-ket and 
walk about and go out. 

96. Yon sa-w him going in and out ? — Yes. 



97. Looking after his business — aeeim: liow t’-u 
m.ai-fcet was conducted i — Yes, that is it. 

98. Have yon seen Inittor weighed there ? — I liav,-. 

99. In the raoi-ket square ? — Yes. 

100. Within the g.ates? — Yes. 

101. Is tliei-e much butter sold here ? — Y’cll, there 
is n good dc!il of butter sold here. 

102. How do they soil it, in firJdns ortubs • — Hu-y 
scll it generally in " lumps.” 

103. In “ lumps.” that is, the country p-ople bring 
in the butter, i-oUed up in cloths? — In cloths :iu-i 
packages. 

104. Wlioin did you see weighing the butter iu t’:t» 
market square ? — Well, I cannot say smytliing alK.ut 
that, becatisc it is the one horn- for the coi-n and thi^ 
butter market, and I liad so much to iittencl to of un- 
own business I did not make any remark about i!-.e 
butter business. 

105. I ash you this question. Have you seen Mr. 
M'Keon when lio was within the gates of this place, 
walking over every part of the gi-ound, looking at what 
was going on 1 — I did not see him any more thini walk- 
ing through the yawl a.s I told you liefore. 

106. That is what I understand by walldng idtout 
and looking at what was going on ? — Precisely. 

107. Have you ever- seen him weigh butter at the 
Crane house ?--NeTep. I never saw himself. 

108. You never saw himself weighing butter at the 
s«des ? — I never did. 

109. Did vou ever during all the time you have 

0 
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fvenueEted this market see Mr. M'Keon weighing 
butter at the scales, or dii-ecting the operations 1 — I 
did not. , . 

110. Did you see him -with his men tliei-el — JNo. 
He might come out in the evening and look over the 
place. 

111. He might do anything, of coui-se 

Sir. Soper. — Ask liim did Mr. SI'ICeon ever i-eceive 
any money from him. 

112. Sir. CoTT^Y (lo wit}iess). — Did you ever pay 
Sir. SI'Iveou money for any goods of yom-s weighed 1 
— I used to pay his clerks in liis office. 

113. Did you ever pay Mr. Sl'Keon lumselfl — 

Well it is a long time ; I cannot Ining it to my i-ecol- 
leetion. , , • 

lU, Tell the tiaith'!— I am telling the truth ; it is 
a good while ago. 

113. Did you a good while ago pay Imul— ^ ell, 
it is very hard for me ; I caunot swear it. 

116. You say it is a good while ago, what do you 
mean bv that 1— Well, I paid the clerks. _ 

117 'Answer me this question. Did you withm 
the last tlu-ee veai-s pay Mr. M'Kcon any money for 
■'ooJs that were weighed in his weighhonse ? — I told 
you I paid the clerks. 



118. That is not ausweiing my question. Did ^'Ou 
pay himself within three yeai-s 1—1 did not pay hinielf 
at all. I paid his clerk. 

119. You told me tliat three times ali’eady. I 
ahvays suspect a man who tells me tluee time.s one 
thing when Ia.sk him another. 

Mr. Soper . — Ask him did Sir. M'Keon weigh liis 
oats — this man’s own oats. 

120. Sir. Coffey (to loitness ). — On these mwket 
days did Mr. SI'Keou ever weigh your oats l—Nevei-. ] 

121. Did he ever weigh your oats himself') — ^No, 
his men. 

1 22. Dill you ever see him weigh anybody else’s 

oatsl Ho, I never saw him weigh any oats. He 

never weighs any oats right or wrong. 

123. Did Sir. SI'Keou ever give you any docket) 
— His clerks did. 

121. Is tliat unswei-ing my question) I asked you 
did Sir. SI'Kcon give you a docket ) — No, he never 
gave me any docket at all. 

125. What arc the names of the clerks ) — Pat Cox 
and Pat Roiu-ke. 

Sir. liOjier . — Examine Soulie. 



126. What is your occupation) — I weigh the firkin 
butter. 

127. Are you in Sir. SPKeon’s auployment t— 



128. When did you go into his employment first 1 
I suppose it is tliirtecu or fourteen yearn ago. 

129. Has he got the weigh-lionse tJiii-teen or fom'- 
teenyeai-sl— He has. The firkin butter scales was 
thei-e at that time, and the remainder long before that. 

ISO. At all events, he has the plaoe ten oi- twelre 

veare! — He has, and longer than that. 

' 131. I understand you to say that iMirt of it is for 
weighing butter, and part for otiier things '? — Yes, 
oats, and things ; there are three dhisions in it. 

132. What are the tliree divisions )— One for the 
oats market ; another for lump ” butter ; another for 
“ firkin” butter. 

133. Is there anytliiug else sold except oats and 
butter ? — Potatoes. 

134. What about tlie oats ) — I know uotliiug about 
the oats. 

.1 are confined to the butter depai-tment I — 



James Soulie examined by Mr. Coffey. 

US. Show me what dockets you had in use last 
Friday, or last month )— We had none since about 
Chnstmas. 

U9. Well, before Christmas )— It is a long tmie 
for me to keep bits of paper of no sendee or use. 

150. Blit don’t you keep the recoids of the weight.s 
YOU make of the goods weighed ) 

' Mr. There is no butter weighing now. 

Mr. Coffey. But there was last Seiitembei-, Octo- 

ber, and November. 

Fiiuess.— When the weighing is over we did not 
mind them. 

151. Have you amtthiug to do with “ lump butter? 
—I have not, but sometimes if they were pi-essed I 
would do it. 

152. Have you no books or dockets for that ) — No, 
but I was the weigher of the firkin butter. 

153. Take a piece of piiier and write down what 
you give to the customer w'hose butter is weighed. 
[ITitim KTo/e oiin 2>iece of paper the form of a docket. 



e what is calleil a “ craner" ? — I an 



135. 

Yes. 

136. Y. 

“ cinner.” 

137. Wliat is your duty — 'what do yon do '? — i 
weitfh tlie firkins all day for the country people. 

f38. Do you keep an account of the weights for the 
eustomei-sl-^I do, and give it to them. 

1 39. Have you dockets for the puipose of giving to 
them to ascei'tain the weight ) — I give dockets out.^ 

140. Have you dockets for that piupose to give it) 

I got a bit of a.iiote-book, and I gave them a docket 

nut of it. 

141. Show me the note-book you had last month ) 

I had not any last month ; there was no firkin 

market. 

U2. Get. me the book you have containmg the 
entries. I suppose you have the blocks containing 
the eatiies — one side yon kejit, and the otheryongave 
to the customer ) — I have not got auy. 

143. Do you mean to say you have no books) — I 
have no books. 

144. Wliat did you do last Friday ) — We had none 
this long time, and I did not mind keeping them. 

145. Do you mean to say that you gave no docket 
to any pei-son whose buttei- is weighed ) — I did. 

14f>. WTiat did you give them) — I gave them 
a docket. 

147. Where did yon get the docket? — Out of a 
book — a piece of paper, or anything. 



«HfZ aaid—“ Tliat is the whole I give to the customer.”] 

154. Is that the whole thing)— That is the whole 

155. Wliose name do you put into it) — The mans 
name who has tlie firkins of butter to sell. I give his 
name that way and the weight of his buttei-. 

156. Do you put yoiu- name to the docket? — 1 
do not. 

157. This is “ John Cooney,” 5 stones 5 lbs. Who 
pavs for that 1— The butter buyei-. 

Mr. 2I‘^^clko^^.—'Vfe will give yon one of the pmted 
dockets. 

Mr. Soper .— could not get one from you. 

Mr. You never asked one from us. _ 

15S. Mr. Coffey (to loilyiess ). — The money paid 
for weigliing on market days, do you get_it>r-At 
night, when the day’s work is over, I collect it, and it 
goes into the hands of ili% M'Keon. 

159. Is there auy scale by which you were paid I — 

They pay me fom- pence a firkin. . 

160. And you collect that foui- pence afirkm in 
the evening and hand it to Mr. M’Keon ) — ^Whea the 
day’s work is over I give him a return of toe 
firkins marked on a docket with the money m hand. 

161 . - By iray of an account ?~Tes. 

162. And he pays you wages ) — Hepaysme^dso 

does the butter buyer. -I work for them after that in 
the evening. , ,, 

163. Dom Ml-. M’Keon pay you any -wages?--^- 
M’Keon don’t pay me, but I have the benefit of the 
market there. 
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J-64. Perhaiw yoa i>ay Mr. M‘X.eon something ? — I 
do not. But I never saw Mr. M'Keon putting in any 
weights. If there was a dispute between two farmers 
he might come there to see what was going on, but I 
never saw him lift a half cwt. or a half lb. 

165. Yoit never saw him weigh goods at alll — 
Never. He never weighed any goods there, never to 
iny knowledge these thii-teen or fomteen years. 

166. Do you undeitake to say that absolutely? — 
Never to my knowledge or obsen-ation. 

167. Dui’ing these ten ortwelve yeai-s Mr. M'Keou 
nevei' himself \vith his own hand weighed butter or 
iUiy other commodity in the market 1 — He never 
weighed any butter ; I weighed all the tirkius. 

168. I suppose he saw you were doing vottr busi- 
ness? — Yes. 

169. Mi\ Roper. — You speak for the firkins of 
butter? — ^Yes. 

170. That is what you weigh ? — Yes. 

171. Is thei-e not a thing calleil “lump” butter 
too ? — There is. 

172. You don’t weigh that? — No. 

173. Did you ever we^h it at all ? — I often did. 

174. Did you ever see Mr. M'Keon present when 
you were weighing “lump” butter? — 1 saw him walk- 
ing in the yard to and from his own house. 

175. Do you know has Mr. M'Keou an office in 
that yiwdl — He has an office, but he has his clerk 
there, at the oats scales, hut not where I stand. 

176. His office is at the oats scale?— His clerk stops 
there. 

177. Did you ever see him in tliat little office — we 



all know it — near the scales ? — I did not see them ■Tames ScuHe. 
there. 

178. Did you ever see him there? — He did not go 
there at all — unless when going about, going in and 
out of the house through his owu hall-door. 

179. You did not see him in die office? — I did 
not. 

180. You iii'e sure of that? — I am. 

181. What is the name of the man who assists in 
weighing the oatsl — Pat Hourke. 

182. Whivt is the clerk’s name? — James Finn. 

183. Wliat is the name of the man who weighs the 
“lump” butter? — James Hi^ins. 

Mr. Roper . — That is all I have to ask this man. 

Mr. 2.f‘^fakon . — I do not want to put any ([uestiou. 

I hand in an Enniskillen market-note, wliicli is iden- 
tically the same as ours. [Ilaiuh in iiiark't note to 
Mr. C'qfey.] 

Ml’. Coffey. — I miunot take this unless you and 
Mr. Roper agree that it is a /nc-eimife of the note 
iLsed here except as to the name. If you both tell me 
it is n/ac-smih I will take it. 

Mr. Roper.— 1 do not know. ilv. M'Msiion lud 
better hand in one of the market-notes of Dniiu- 
shambo : he must have thousands of them. 

Mr. M‘M'i?ii»i . — We will get them. 

3Ir. Riijier. — Mai’k Jojies, I undei-stand, can gi-v-e 
some evidence. 

Mark Jmm came forward to be examined, when 

Mr. Roper said— We won’t trouble you with this 
man. I will ask Mr. M'Keon some questions. 



Fmucis M‘Keon, j.p., was then exivmiiied. 



Fr.ancis 



184. Mr. Roper. — I believe you aie the weiglunaster 
of this town, or i-ather the deputy weighmaster ! — I am 
weighnmter. 

185. How do you hold that? — I hold it by apiwint- 
ment from the Earl of Bessborough. 

186. Will you kindly give us that appointment? 

Mr. M‘Maho>u — I deelme to produce it at present. 

He is weighmaster. 

Mr. Coffey. — I must get tlie appointment and see 
it ; but it is only fair to saj', Mr. Rojier, that if for 
the purposes of tlieir case tliey do not choose to pro- 
duce it at this moment I won’t compel them ; but I 
will compel them when they^go into theii' own case. 

Ml’, 3f‘3fa7ioit. — We will produce it now. 

Mr. Coffey. — ^Take your oivn course, I won't in- 
terfere ; but I must have it at some stage of die 
Inquiry. If it is convenient for you to withhold it at 
present yon are entitled to do so. 

Mr. M'Mahon. — ^We have no objection to produce 
it now ; it is sent for. 

sir. Roper. — TTntil it comes I caimot well ask the 
questions I mean to put. 

[After a short delay — Mr. M'Mahon produced two 
(lociuuents— one, he said, was the “ appointment” of 
Mr. M'Eeon; the other a “copy” of the apx>oint- 
ment.] 

Mr. Roper. — ^I have looked at this document \the 
onawoT], and I may teU you it is his appointment as 
“oeputy weighmaster.” 

Mr. M'Mahon. — ^With all i-espect it is not. 'That 
appointment was prepared by Judge Lynch, and it is 
as well-prepared an appointment as ever I read. 

Mr. Coffey. — The document speaks for itself. No 
verbal controversy can settle what it is. 

187. Mr. Roper {to 3fr. J/'ATeon).— You hold rmder 
this? — I do. 

Mr. Roper. — I will read it. [llavingTead tkedocu.- 

Mr. Roper said — ^It appears he is weighmaster, but 
it is compellable on bim to inspect and superintend. 

Mr. Coffey. — I do not agree with you. He seems 
to me to have a freehold office, quamdia se bene gesaerit, 
and cgfi only be removed by if it is imputed 



to him, and proveil that lie is guilty of corrept or iiii- , 
proper conduct in the discharge of his duty. The 
appointment is one for tlie lieuefit of the public as wvl! 
as for the benefit of the agent of Lord Bessborough. 

[After some discussion as to the meaning of the ap- 
pointinent of weighmaster, the examination of Mr. 
M'Keou was resumedj 

188. Mr. Roper. — You ai’e the weighmaster of tills 
town ? — I am. 

189. As a matter of fact do you not superintend and 

inspect the weigliing of the goods brought into the 
market — not that your duty ? — If any dispute arises 
lietaveen the buyer and seller 

190. Answer the question and then explain — you 
heal’d me read the "words in the appointment, “ super- 
intend and insjiect ” — do yon fulfil these duties ? — I do 
not know what you mean by the word “ inspect.” 

191. Nor do i? — I s.ay that I perform the duties uf 
weighmaster correctly. If any dispute ai’ises l.ietween 
the buyer and seller, I am there to decide it. For 
instance, if the seller says there is more weight, or the 
buyer says thei’C is less weight, I go to see what is the 
dispute between the parties, and my decision is final. 

1 92. You make your decision final i — Tliey agree to 
it — both poities agi’ee to it 

193. If there is any dispute, yougoas weighmnster, 
you go to see the matter weighed again ?— I certainly 
would hare it weighed over again. 

194. Precisely so. You would see justice done? — I 
would see justice done. There would be very little use 
for me if I'did not. 

Mr. Roper {to Mr. Coffey).— In point of fact then lie 
does supeiintencl and take charge. 

Mr. Coffey. — Until the eontnuy is shown I will 
it that he performs the duties described in his 
appointment, in consideration of which he was- ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. jrJfrtJi(»i.-r-You may take it that he discharges 
the duties of bin office. We hand in now a book of 
tbe print-ed dockets or tickets issued by 3Ir. MKeoii 
as weighmaster. [i7d«<7s tn 6ooi.] 

Mr. Coffey.— I will take two or three of these. I 
receive this book, as a book produced by Mr.^M'Keou 
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|iit)ft3siug to bo tut! fuvai of tlie s;\ic-ni't68 or y.'oigli- 
iiotes issued in tlie v/eigli-lioiise of Diuuisliiunbci. 

l‘J3. Mr. 2fope.- (to J/r. Tliese are tlie 

tickets yoxi still coutinuo to issue in the weigli-yavd ! 

— i'es. 

lUG. For instance, for the hutter-iuavket ? — xes. ^ 

1'j 7. Autl I supjwsft there is a similar sort for the 
oats, and so fortli ! — Yes, 

liltl. Have yon an office ia that yard 1— My uion 
stop in the office — tliat little shed. 

1!)9. Your men stop in that little shad or uflice? — 
My men do he there. 

ilOO. And they return to you all the iiioiicya they 
receive '! — They <io at night ; they collect it from the 
parties. 

901. Have you in youi* dwelling-house an onice con- 
nected in any way with the duties of tins weigh-yard, 
or the receiving of moneys? — No, I have no office; 
some of them might come to my parlour whei'e I would 
be sitting, if they came by the l)ack door. 

209. Mr. Coffey. — ^Yoii mean your "cniuois" when 
you say your men \ — My “ crauers,” they receive the 
inoirtty ; of coiu-se I wmild take any money if I got it. 

2113. Mr. lioper . — Did you youi-solf ever fill in any 
of these tickets Did I fill in auy of these tickets i 
1 did. 

2l)4. Mr. CoFFEV. — You have occasionally hilej the 
tickets yom-self '! — Just so, 

20fi. Mr. Raper. — And I sui>poso received the cash 
from the jieople yourself — 9Jo ; the buyers received 
the money and paid it to my meu. 

20C. Have you never received auy money yoiuseif 1 

OeciisionaJly some of the hiiyevs would come to ino 

and pay me iiustead of my nieu, thinking they had no 
authoi-ity to get the money, only to get a fee which they 
collect from tlto country people at night. 

207. We may take it then that you have sometimes 
been paid hy persons weighing ? — By the huyere. 

20S. Mr. Coffey. — Occasionally buyers have come 
to you and {uiid you instead of paying it to year men 
in weigh-yaiti 1 — Pi-ecisely. 

2U9. Mr. Roper. — Hnve 3’on not been often in the 
weigh-yard— surely you would be often there ? — 
Indeed’ I would. I happen not to he r'cry inaccessible. 

210. I puss from tltat little inutter, Wiiat land do 

you hold '! I hold two fai-ms luidor Lioi-d Southwell. I 

bike it that the list you have there is coirect. 

211. Tliat is the list made out by tlie clerk of the 

uu-',->n I believe that is the only land you liold 1 — That 

is the only land I hold. 

21 2. And these are the only houses ? — These are the 
houses. 

213. You have no other lauds or houses in the 
county, except what ai’e in this union? — (.VoJ answered). 

214. Do you hold the land under Lord Southwell 
by lease ? — No. 

21 5. You are tenant from year to j-eav ?— I am tenant 
from year to vear ; I consider that as good as a lease- 
liold under Lord Southwell. 

21 C. But if Lord Southwell died to-morrow you 
would not be able to say that ? — The present Lord 
Southwell succeeded a good landlord, and he is follow- 
ing in his footsteps. 

217. Have you auy fee-simple projierty in this 
-county, save and except the property you seem to con- 
sider as good as fee-simple namely, your tenaney from 
Tear to year — ^have you j this county auy fee-simple 
property ?— No. 

218. Or any leasehold property in this county '{ — 
Not at present ; hereafter it may come to me— I may 
enjoy it hereafter. 

219. Your only business ia farming this land and 
attending to the duties of weighmaster? — Receiving 
fees, I'eceiviug my rents, and the profits arbing from 
my farms. 

220. That is, the proceeds of your- farm and what 
you receive in the weigh-maiket ? — ^Yes. 



Examined by Mr. y 

291. What is tlie average value of your freehold 
office ! — Two humb-ed a year ar-e my receij-ts from the 
market, with the rent of the store attached. 

222. For what term do you hold j'our proj^erty under- 
Lord Bessbor-ongh ? — I hold the whole plot of ground 
given to nre by Loral Bessborough on paying a rent of 
£4 a year, for 999 yeai-s. 

223. Sir. Coffey. — That is exclusive of the farms? 

Yes ; the property hr town, at £4 a year- for- 999 

yt-ara — tliis is the giamud I have Indlt on. 

224. Mr. M'Mahon. — Exclusive of your- freehold 
office, avhat is tire value of all this property ! — The value 
of the pi-opcrty includiug the house T live hr is £100 
a year, and my profits dcr-ivable as weighmaster are 
£2Ul) a year. 

225. That makes £300 a jrear- ? — Yes. 

22C. ilr. Coffey. — What do you say i.s the value of 
your freehold office ?— Two hundred a year. 

997. When you say the value i.s £200 a year — do 
you mean to couvey that that b the net viJue, or that 
outof that .£900ayear you pay for assbtance? — What 
I mean to say is, that I have about £200 clear from my 
profits with tlio rent of the store and mai-ket-yard. 

298. That is what I want to be clear about — you 
say indepeiideiit of expenses, or r-ather exclusive of 
e.xpetises, the i.rofits you receive from this weighing 
place, with the rents of the stores amount to £900 a 
year- ? — I do ; with the rent of the store. 

929. Mr. M'^ahon . — Cau j'ou say wlietlier- it was 
desu-able to have a resident magistrate — I mcau a 
magistrate resident irt thb town? 

Mr. Roper . — I object to thb ; it b no part of the 
inquiry. 

Mr. Coffey. — I have to inqitrre into various subjects, 
and I intend to get a Ibt of tho number of petty sessions 
held here for the last five years, and of who attended — 

I won’t preclude him from giving hb opinion on the 
matter. 

Mr. Roper . — I think it is going into collateral mat- 
ter-3, and if we go into siich mattei-s we -ivill never stop. 

Mr. Coffey. — We won’t go into auy colhiteral mat- 
ters — I Mill take Irb opuiioir quantum vale<it. 

Mr. JRMahon . — I pass it for the present. 

230. (To v'itness .) — Wliat b the value of these two 
farms you hold from Lord Southwell as tonaut from 
vear to year i — I put them doavn at £50 a year, aud 
1 am under-estimating them. 

931. Mr. Coffey. — ^You value them at £50 a year ; 
do you mean £50 a year each beyond the rent ! — 1 
do, aud they ai-e worth more. 

939. hlv’ if'ilalom , — Fium your knowledge of tlie 
town of Di-umsbaiubo, cau you say whether or not a 
resident magistrate was desirable ! — I do say so. 

933. It was desbable and i-equisite ? — ^Yes. 

Mr. Coffey. — Let us be a little more accurate. 
What do you mean )>y a “ resident magistrate"? 

Mr. M'Malwii ,. — I mean a local magistrate. 

Fi/m-ss. — A local magbtrate, not an R.M. 

234. Mr. M'Maluyn . — Have you since your apjioint- 
ment been called on to act in the night time ?— Yes ; 
the police will be able to explain that. 

235. Mr. Coffey. — ^W hat was the nature of the 
duty you had to do ? — A man was beaten in the 

and it was ropi-e-sented ho was in a bad -way 

23G. Mr. Coffey. — W emayput it down asahreach 
of the peace. Were you called on by night moi-e than 
once ? — Only once at night. 

237. Mr. Roi>er . — The valuation of -what is dignified 
by the term of your “ freehold ’’ office I find b £20 a 

— Yes ; but the income-tax collector put me down 
at £120 a yeai-, and I pay income-tax on that 

238. Mr. Coffey. — I s that your return, orilidthey 
put it down at that ? — ^They put it down. 

239. - Mr. Coffey. — ^T hey assessed you at that with- 
out you returning it ? — They assessed me without my 
returning it ; they assessed me at £120. 

240. Mr. Roper . — The r-aluation of the “ freehold ’’ 
office in the books of the clerk of the union b £20. 
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Jlr; — Yau cauiiot tax the la-ofits of his 

otiice. 

Ml*. CoFFET. — Tliere are two documeDts timt si«ak 
for themselves : the Poor Law Eetui-n shows Ids inter- 
est to be ^20 a year ; the income-tux peojile return 
him at il20 a year. 

241. Mr. Pope)' (^o irifness). — How do you account 
for the valuator liavsug valued your freehold office at 
oidv ,£20 a yearl — How can I account for it? 1 will 

answer )*ou us fahly as I can, 

242. - I am sure you will ; you have fuiswci-ed per- 
fectly fan- uj) to the present ; it is unpleasant for coun- 
sel to have to ask these questions, hut I must do it. 
How do you aocoiuit for tlie ftict that the sworn valu- 
ator of the imion valued your “ fi-eehold” office profits 
at only £20 a year, whereas you state them to be .£200 
a year 1—1 really cannot answer the question, but the 
income-tax collectors wei'e rather keener, and looked 
at it a little more correctly. 

243. You cannot account for how it is the swoim 
valuator values, you at £20, whereas you value your- 
self at £200 ?— I cannot give you an answer as to that. 

244. I think you said you pay income-tax on £120 1 
—That is theii* valuation. 

245. Is that (£120) uiKin alii— No, nothing but the 
p)-otits of the -weigh-house. 

Mr. Coffey. — I suppose they assessed liiin ai'bi- 
tnirily at £120 for the profits of tlie weigh-house. 
JTjV-it**.— Yes. 

240. Mr. Roper. — ^What is the gross amount you 
jKiy income-tax for? 

Ml*. Coffey. — He need not answer that. 

Ml*. — "Why not? 

Ml*. Coffey. — It is a matter the law protects. No 
one newl give such information under the circumstances. 

Mr. Pope)*. — He gave you a statement of it about 
the weigh-house. 

Mr. Coffey. — Inquii'e as to what are hk means, 
not what he returned to the income-tax people, winch 
Ls on a different foundation altogethei'. I give you 
the most unlimited latitude to find out what his real 
means are, hut I cannot allow you to ask questions on 
a matter that, upon commercial grounds in this com- 
mercial country, is protected. 

Mr. Pqpc»-.— Well, take a note of my question. I 
ask him what doe.s he pay income-tax for, and what 
amount for all— Lord Southwell’s land, his own house, 
and his weigh-house, and tlie profits of his fi'eehohl 
office. 

Mr. Coffey. — Y’’ou ask as to the amount? 

Mr. Roper. — Yes. 

Ml*. Coffey. — Unless he chooses to answer- ■ ■ 

247. Mr. Roper {to witness). — Do you decline to an- 
swer?— fFi«)ies3. — Under his •woi'ship’s direction, I do. 

Mr. Coffey. — I declare he is not bound to answer. 
I have no right to allow any question to be put that 
may involve bim with the Commissioners of Income- 
tax. That is a pia-iu gi-ovmd. Do not suppose I sus- 
pect there is the slightest reason why he should not 
ans'wer the question. But on a future inquiry^ the 
same question might he put, and it might be said it 
had been allowed here "without the Judge or Com- 
missioner interfering. I interfere not for his protec- 
tion, hut on the ground that the law protects that 
mattir for commercial reasons in a commercial country. 
Therefore it is the Inspector of Income-tax is sworn to 
secrecy ; the Commi^oners are sworn to secrecy; they 
allow nothing to be done in public ; all their inquiries 
are in private. 

248. Ml*. Roper (to wifnese).— What is your objec- 
tion to tell me what income tax you pay on the Ismd 
you hold ■under Iiord Southwell? 

Mr. Coffey.— That I won’t ask him to answer. 

249. Mr. Roper (to witness).— What is your objec- 
tion to tell me 1 

Mr. iU'ifa/ioa . — I object to the question. It is the 
same question o-yer again. 

Mr. Coffey. ^The root of the objection to yourques- 

tions, Mr. Roper, is this : that they put the witness in 
a position of possible antagonism to '&e Income-tax 



Commissioiiei's, and subject him to I'esiilcs which the law ^rmcis 
contcnipliites when it said such an inquiry .should never 
be made in public or discussed. As I said before, it 
is not for bis protection, but for the protection of the 
public at large, I say, that I camiot allow this inriuky. 

I give you the utuKKst latitude to asceitaiu the 

value of what he luis. 

2.10. !Mr. Roper (to icitness ). — Have you any biau 
fund bank ? — Never, nor did I ever ifceive intere>t en 
money, exeeirt on wbat I luive dejmsited in bank. 

251. In your oi>uiiou a local luaglstrate is necessary 
here ! — I give you that ius my opinion. 

252. H'lW many magistrates live in the neighbour- 
hood — witblii four or five miles of the town 1 — I 
lieve Mr. F. La Touche, Mr. G. Peyton, Mr. BLr- 
chall, and Mr. hL^uire, and myself. 

253. I put )*ou out of the question for a moment ? 

— And tliere is Mr. Fitzgerald; he lives more tlian 
four miles away. 

254. Does 3Ir. Fitzger-ald attend here regularly ? — 

To my kuo-wleilge he never attends. 

Mr. .V-Muhon . — We will pi-oduce the atteiulancfs 
of all the magistmtes. We will .Siitisfy Mr. i\0[)er 
on that point. 

Mr. Fitiijenihl, j.p. K'j/io sml on the TSriwh .) — I have 
not been moi'e tluiii thi-ee or four times here. I will 
save yon the trouble so for as I am concerned, 

255. Mr. Roper . — You have been nbligeil t-ogo out 
by uigliJ ! — I (lid, once. 

250. Tliat appears to have l>een a .simple thing. 

Y’ou put on your coat, I suppose, and walked down 
tlie street ?— Yes, and to the bm'i*acks. 

257. But you did not go any dLstance into tlie 
counti*v. through bogs and marshes? — I did once. 

258. Not that night? — No, another evening. 

259. You did not walk ? — No, I took a car for the 
constable and my.self, and we drove across the couutiy 
to near Doyle. 

2G0. Mr. Coffey. — ^To take informatiim.s from some- 
one, was it ? — There was a person hurt, and it was re- 
presented by the medical officer that he u-as in a dying 
state. I went accompanied by the constable ami Clerk 
of Petty Sessions. 

261. Mr. Roper. — Have you ever known Mi*. 
Bu'chall to lemain in to'wn in a house at nigbt for 
the purjiose of acting if necessary ? — I know nothing of 
Captain Bii'ciiall’s intentions. 

262. Mr. Coffey. — At what distance does Rlr. 
Birchall live from Driunshamlx) ? — I should say a 
quarter of a mile, or sometliing over that. 

263. Mr. Roper . — Have you ever Itnown him to 
remain in to-.vu for the purjiose of acting 1 — Not to my 
knowledge. He may have done so, but I know uotliiiig 
about it. 

Mr. Roper . — Tliat is all I have to ask Mr. M-Kcuti. 

Mr. CoPPEV. — Do you wish, Mr. M'Mahon, to ask 
Mr. M'Keon anything further? 

Mr. M'Mtthon. — No. 

Mr. CoPFEY. — I wish to ask a few questions. 

Mr. Ro})St . — Allow me to ask him what is the rent 
of the farms he holds under Lord Southwell 1 

nTt)J<ws. — Do you mean for tie two ? 

264. Mr. OoPPEY. — ^Wliat is the rent of each fai'Tu 1 
— U-’t^ncss. — About £52 a year. 

265. Mr. Roper. — For how many statute aci'es? — 

About ninety-one statute acres. 

266. As I understand, there are no buildings on 
them ? — ^No. 

267. Grass farms? — Tes. 

268. Mr. Coffey. — You said a moment ago that 
you have no loon fund or bank ? — No, and I never 
lend money. 

269. Are you partner -with anyone who has a laon 
fund bank 2 — No, I am pai-tner with no one in any- 
thing. 

270. Have you any interest in any loan fimd or 
bank ! — No, I have no interest except on my own 
money deposited in bank. 

271. With what bank have you an account? — Tlie 
Provincial Bank. 
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272. Yoh have an account there 1 — I have a ciUTent 
ttcco\uit and a dejtosit account. 

273. I am son-y to be oblige<l to ask you this qxies- 
tion, but I tliink it my duty to do so. Have you 
overdi’a'wn your iiccounti — No, indeed, but lathei' the 
biuik is in my debt on the two — on the deposit and on 
the cui-rent account, and I do not owe a shiiling to 
any man in existence. 

274 . You say you are not in debt to anybody 1 — 
Nothing but some few |>ounds — that is all, but I have 
no bills or bonds, or an^lung else out ; there is rather 
money due to me — a good desd , hut not money on in- 
terest. 

27.0. You say you never lend money or receive m- 
teiest except on what you have deposited in the bank 1 
Cei-taiuly not ; I would not lend money. 

276. This j£4 plot you have fi-oui Loi-d Bessboi’ougli 
or ^Ir. O'Benne, you say you have that for 999 yeare ? 
— I have. 

277. What did you do ivith that ?— That is coveied 
with the buildings I luised on it, the imivketrhouse and 
conveyances au<l other matters. 

•276. Wluit did it cost you, to the best of your 
i>pmiou, to erect these buildings on that plotl — To tlie 
Ijest of iny opinion it cost me not miicli under or over 
£4,000. It may be a few pounds one way or the 
other. 

279. About £4,000 i— Yes. I must explain that I 
never kept any account when building or making im- 
provements. I made them with my own mon^y, and 
I ]iaid every sixpence as I went along, so I cannot tell 
e.vactly the cost, but it is about .£4,000. 

2S0'. What is the date of the lease for 999 yeai-s 1— 

I think it is 1859. 

281. And I underetaud you to say that fi-oni the 
date of the execution of that lease up to the present 
you liave exjiended £4,000 on it 1 — I have — including 
my own house, and other matters. 

‘ Mv Jioper . — Will you a-sk him tliis question if you 
think it right As weighmaster, and having the man- 

agement of the scales and weigh-yard, is he not under 
the juiisdictioii of the magistrate.s ? 

iir. M'JfeJton . — That is a question of law. 

Mr. Coffey. — If the town was under the Toinis 
Commissioners Act, he would be imder the .jurisdiction 
of the magistrates, for the market would lie under 
then- supeiintcudeuce luid control. But he is under 
the statute in this sense, tliat for any violation of the 
law he would of coui-se be under juris<Uction of 
the magistrates ; but the magisti-ate.s csiunot lus far as 
I see appoint any one to act in the maiket, or them- 
selves interfei-e in its management. Is there any 
local Act which regulate tliis market in any sense so 
as to give the magistrates here what I may call a loc.al 
control ovei- it ‘i If there is such an Act I would 1>e 
glad to be refen-ed to it, I do not know whether any 
such exists. 

Mr. Jfojjer . — I do not know myself. 

Mr. Jf‘Jfa/ioii . — It is regulat^ by the statute of 
Anne. 

Mr. Coffey. — Do you wish, Mi'. Roper, to ask Mr, 
M'Keon any more questions! 

Mr. Hosier . — No ; so far as I am concerned I have 
nothing more to recommend to your notice. 

Mr. Coffey.' — Can you suggest the attendance of 
any person who can give addition^ infoiToation on die 
subject of the inquiry? 

Mr. Roper . — I am not aware of anyone, except you 
called the income-tax collector, for reasons I mentioned 
before. 

Mr. CoFFEV. — I ha-ve no objection to take the in- 
come-tax collector, with the assent of Mr. M'Keon, into 
my private room, but I will not do it in pubhe here. 

Mr. Roper Ho Mr. M‘Mahon >. — ^^’Ui you advise 
Mr. M'Keon to go into the Chahman’s private room 
and there make a statement as to the amount of income 
tax he pays 1 

Mr. J/‘Jfa/ion. — Cei-tainly not. I ■will not pennit 
any such step. 

Mr. Rojier . — I cannot force it. 



Mr. J/‘J/aAoK. — No one knows better th.'inHyou do 
that it is not of the slightest weight in this inquiry. 

Ml'. Coffey. — I am bound to say it cannot in the 
slightest way elucidate a single matter in controversy. 

It is no matter what Mr. iI‘Keon returns to the In- 
come-Tax Commissioner. We know people have 
peculiar notions of morahty in dealing with these pub- 
lic officials ; we often see in the newspapers notices of 
“ conscience ” money returned by people on that ac- 
count. The i-etum is no real test ; the real test is 
the absolute possession of that which is shown in the 
face of day to exist. 

Mr. Roper. — No one would say it is a real test ; but 
have I not a right to say that if wo find a gentleman 
iispiring to be a magisti-ate of the county, actuated by 
such i>eoulmr ideas as you have mentioned, as to retui-n 
to the Income-Tax Commissioaei-s a totally lUfferont 
income fi-om what he possesses " 

Mr. M'Mahon. — You have no right to suppose any. 
thing of the kind. 

Mr. Coffey {to Mr. Roper). — I won’t ass\une that. 
Mr. Roper. — That is the way to test it. 

Mr. Coffey. — T he way to test it is by the fact. 

Mr. Roper. — Wlien I find Mr. Keon objecting 

Mr. Coffey. — It is my objection. 

Mr. Ropier. — Has ili-. M'Keon any objection to go 
into a private i-oom and make the statement ? 

Mr. M‘ Mahon I will not permit liini to do anything 

of the kind. 

Mr. Coffey. — I mtist say it would be averyliad 
precedent. 

Mr. Roper. — ^That ends it. 

Mr. Coffey. — Can any additional evidence be given? 
Have you to [ J/r, closed 1 

Mr. M‘ Mahon. — The only evidence I would think of 
gi\Tng, in addition to ■a'hat is already given, would be 
eridence to show the respectability and tlie fitness of 
Mr. M'Keon for the office he holds, iuid the necessity 
for his appointment 

Mr. Coffey. — T liat is quite open to you ; it comes 
within the scope of the iuquh'y. 

Ml'. M-Mdhon. — Before I go into that, I think it 
i-ight to make an observation or two on behalf of ilr. 
M'Keon. 

Mr. Coffey. — Although it is not a usual course to 
have counsel attencUng on such an inquii-y as this, 
yet when permission was asked that coi'msel miglit 
attend I consented, being desirous to have their assist- 
ance in obtaining the erideuce capable of being pro- 
duced on the inquiry. I have derived considerable 
assistance from counsel here ; but I do not tliink it is 
an occasion for making speeches at all. 

Mv. M'Mahon. — Vei'y well. 

Mr. Coffey. — It is a purely ministmial act I am 
performing. 

Mr. M'Mahosi. — I must, on the part of my client, 
express my sense of the gi-eat ability by which you 
have brought tlie inquiry to a few narrow points, 
and 

Mr. Coffey. — Even in laudation of myself I ask 
you not to make a speech. 

Mr. Roper. — I quite agree in ■what has fallen from 
mv friend. I feel that we owe you our thanks for the 
way you have conducted tlie inquiry. 

Ml'. M'Mahon. — With regard to the necessity for 
the appointment of a magisti-ate here, I had a return 
made of the sittings at Petty Sessions in Drumshambo 
diu'ing the entire of the year 1869. I did not confine 
myself to a particular part of the year ; hut to give 
you the fullest possible endence on the point, I got 
the return for the whole year, and that return 'U'ill, I 
think, show to you, and to the Government, and to 
Parliament 

Mr. Coffey. — I am afraid we are no'w getting into 
eloquence. "What does the return show 1 

Mr. M'Mahon. — ^The return shows that in a great 
number of cases, if not in the majority of cases, there 
was presiding on the bencli here within, the year only 
one magistrate. Now here is the return. On the 26th 
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of Feb’ luu-?- there -was but one ma^i-ate, Mr. Birehall. 
On the 8th of Api-il the bench ti-as deserted. 

Mr. Birc/w«-— "What date'} 

Mr OutheSthof April, 1869, yon •^vel•e 

absent You left the people here ^vithout any judge or 
iiiasistrete. On the 22nd of April you sat here done. 
On the 6th of May you were here alone admiaisteniig 
• tice On the 20th of May you -were hei-e alone. (It 
'L afe’u-ful thing to interfere witli this splendid adniiuis- 
tratiou of justice.) On the 29tli of July tliei-e was no one. 
On the 12th of August Mr. Wynne came and sat alone. 
On the 2Gth of August Mr. Bivchall alone. On the 
Oth of September alone again. On the 23i-d of Sep- 
tember Mr. Bii-chall vras away, and Mr. Edwai-d 
Wynne sat alone. On the 21st of October nobody 
came On the 4th of Movember Mr. Birchall .sat 
alone. On the ISth he liad one companion. On tlie 
Ond of December you sat again alone. On the 30th 
70U were absent, and the bench was not graced yvith 
your presence as a magistrate. That is my evidence, 
that it was necessaiy this apiwintment should be mmle. 

I -will now produce evidence to show that the appoint- 
ment is not only a tit and proper one, but the best 
that could he made, and the mo.st popular that could 
be made. [d/r. M-Sfahon Iimided to Jlfr. Coffey the 
retiiru from which he hod 

Mr Coffey. — You have not been altogethei- candid 
ini-eading this. I find there ai-e a great number of 
entries of attendances of two magistrates, which you 
omitted to read out. 

Mr. don’t deny that on several occa- 

sions dm’ing the year there were t-wo nmgistratea, 
But I read the return only for the number of occasions 
on which there was no magisti’ate or only one. 

Mr Coffey {to the Petty dessio>ie Chrk).—1 must 
ask you to make out for me u return of the attendance.s 
of the magistrates on the bench of Dnimshainlw for 
the last five yeare ; and (I am sorry for giving you 
the ti-ouble) also I must ask you to put in the column 
of observation (if there is any vecoi-d) the reason why 
only one magistrate sat when one sat, and the reason 
why the Court was adjourned without a magistrate, it 
the reason has really auy bearing upon it. Was this 
return made by you (Mr. JI‘Mahons)1 

Pettu Sessions Ckrh. — ^Yes. ... , 

Mr. Poper. I think you might ask him the number 

of appeals taken ; it would show whether the business 
was done satisfactorily or not. _ 

Mr. Coffey.— 1 am not going into an luquu-y whe- 
ther the magistrates do their business well or lU. i 
am perfectly sure that ererjthing is done nghtly ; it it 
was not nghtly and properly done there are means o 
redress, of coui’se, open to the public. 

Mr. J/0/aAo«.— It is right I should say on that 



point, tliat my dieiit frem the commencement has ex- 
pressed his desire that not one wortl should be said 
against any gentleman on the bench. 

Mr. Coffey. — I am happy to say that not one word 
of the kind has been said on either side. 

Mr. — I would be very sony to say any- 

thing against the gentlemen ou the Bench. There is 
no occasion. I am on niy defence here. I confined 
myself strictly to that. 

Mr. Coffey.— I am happy to say that neither on 
the pai-t of tlie gentlemen who thought they had a right 
to this inquhy, nor on the part of Mr. M‘Keon, who 
was the subject of it, was one word said on either side 
reflecting on the other, or calculated in the slightest 
(legi’ce to produce ill will or bad feeling. 

Ml- pirchaU. — I suppose I may be allowed to make 
a remark. Mr. M'Mahon has stated I have often sat 
alone here. But if it was the duty of the stiiiendiary 
magisti-ate to attend, and he does not chose to do so, 
can I make him attend. 

Mr. M‘Mahon. — I did not say one woixl against you 
—not a word. 

Mr. Birchall— 1 have been a magistrate for thu-ty 
years, and during the entire of that thirty years there 
have been — how mauy appeals against my decisions— 
just four ! 

Mr. M'ilahon.—l am sure you conducted youraelf 
properly. , 

Mr. Birchall— lilo doubt I did not sit on the Bench 
since the appointment of Mr, M‘Keon, nor will I sit. 

Mr.' Coffey. Not only is youi- remark unneceasai’j' 

and uncalled for, but it is extremely unwan-antable. 
Mr. Birchall— It Mr. M'JIaliou did not atUck 

Mr. Coffey. — You had no riglit, six', to make such 
an ohsei-w-ition. It is most disresi>ectful to this court 
of inquiiy, for the purpose of iletenniniiig and ascer- 
tiiiuiug the accui-ncy of allegations ami statenieuts— 
liefore the erfdeuce luis entirely closed, before any re- 
iwrt is given, before means are found for coming to any 
conclusion ou this inquiiy, for any gentleman, hiimself 
a magistrate, holding the commi.ssiou of the peace, to 
flaunt that statement, to declare that no matter what 
the residt of the iuquiiy may be, he will not sit on the 
bench. , , , . 

Mr. Birchall — I sahl I did not sit on the heucli I 

Mr. Coffey. — You said you would not. 

Mr. Birchall— It Mr. M^M.diou did not attack me 
I would not make the oliseiwation. 

Mr. Coffey, — I -will have no more of this. I dul 
not imdei-stand anv attack to be made oi' imputed. 

Mr. certainly made no attack on Mr. 

Birchall. 



The Very Eev. Dean Bamon 
2S2. You are the pai-ish prfe.st of Caniek-ou-Shan- 

*"^283. ^.^'you acquainted with Mr. MTCeoul—For 
a long time, very intimately. t 

2&CT DO YOU know his position in this covmty < i 
do; for integrity, intelligence, and impm-tiMity, I 
don’t know any man in Leitrim more calculated to 
<Uscban;e the duties of magistrate. 

285 You consider him a fit and proper person foi 
the appointment of magistrate 1--None rnoreso; no 
better^man has been recommended by Lord Granoixl, 
and appointed by the Lord Cliancellor. 

“’SG Do vou believe the appointment ot Jii. 
M-keon by the Lord Chancellor of Leland has given 
satisfaetbn to the public 1— I know it ; no more popu- 
lar magistrate has sat on the bench. i . *1 

2^SIr. Joper.— Sow do you know what the 



examined by Mr. If'3fahon. The '>*7 

, , Hev. Dean 

public feel about the matter?— I know the imbbc teel- Dawson. 

“\TcomY.— The-'iral>lio"is a TevT -yiilii 
I take it you give us tliis testimony as the result <it 

I aas«me lo tore mole ImowWge. 
of the public than any man in coui-t 

Mr. Coffey. — ^There may he men in court who don’t 
agree in that. I do not. 

Dean Daitwn.— I daie say your ivoirfiip h so i-e- 
cently in the county you know veiy little ot it. 

Mr. Coffey. — know notliing of the county. I 
suppose that is the reason I am here. 

288. Mr. Roper (to Bean Bawson).—! believe juu 
live seven or eight miles fi-om this Only six by i 
new road. 
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iliulincl 

ritzgerald, 



Huffh 

M‘Tvrn,iTl, 



Mr. Michael Fitiyercdd, J.P., examined hy 3Ir. M- Mahon. 



289. You are a magistrate of this covmty? — I am. 

290. Do you kno-w- Mr. M-Keon?— I know him 
eigliteeu years. 

291. Do you consider Mr. JDKeon from Ids position 
iHtalified for the commission of tlio peace i — I am very 
u-el! satisfied that lie is, and I can say that fi-oni my 
knoxvledgp of liun ten yearn ago, I siiggeste"! to an 
influential gentleman to reconunend him to tl.e Loixl 
Lienteuant for the appointment. It wts nine or ten 
years ago, and my opinion u-ns foj’iued in that way 
from seeing him and meeting him. 

292. Can you say fiom your own knowIe<lge whe- 
ther the n] ipoiiitment of ilr. M'Keoii has .given satis- 
fivctlon ? — Except as to two or three I believe it has. 
Two or three turn up theU-no.ses at it. I can.say tlmt 
when lie attended the Carrigalleii sesaion.s I was so 



satisfied with his common sense, his disaetion, and his 
sense of justice in adjudicating upon the cases before 
liim, tliat I requested him to take the chair, so satis- 
fied w;is I \vith the course he took. He seemed to 
have justice, judgment, and discretion. 

293. Mr. iiopee . — Niue or ten years ago, what where 
Ml-. M'Keon's pursuits? — I do not know anything 
moi-e of them than I do now. 

294. Had he got the iippointiuent of weighraaster at 
that time ? — I believe long before. 

Mr. Coffey.— I will not go into • anything nine or 
ten years ago. 

Mr. M‘Keon. — I will ask Mr. La Touche a question. 

Mr. Francis La Tui'chc, J.P., in reply to Mr. M‘Keon 
said — I have known yon for twenty-five yeai-s. I 
always hud the highest opinion of you. 



Mr. fhufh Jf-Ternan, J.P., examined by Mr. hPifti/nm. 



295. How long do you know Jlr. M-Kcun f — T think 
I am about thirty-two years of a.ge, and I think he is 
the very lirst nvan I ever knew. I live convenient to 
him for tlib-ty years. 

290. Do jxut kiiuw lii.s jatsition in this county? — 
I do. 

297. From his jMisition in the county, is it yam- 
opinion that he is a fit ond i>ropcr pei-son to he ap- 
|K>inted a magistrate i — It is my opinion tluit he is, 
:uid that many magistrates in the county are in a worse 
jwsitimi for appohitiuent. many and many. Particu- 
larly iutellectually, la> is a ^•ery lit man to lie appointed. 

298. Mr. Foper . — He Is not a gi-aduate of any uni- 
vei-sity ? — Ho. 

299. And are you uot accustomed to meet, very in- 
telligent men in Irelaud weai-ing fi-ieze coats? — Cer- 
tainly many — but not of his chiss of intelligence. 
There are a gre;it many intelligent men in Court, I 
dure say, but not of tbe same clas.s. 

Mr. C^OFPEY. — Can cuiy iwrson give me ai.y infor- 
mation as to pei-sons occupying the similar position of 
•weighinaster holding the commission of ilu- jjeace iu 
Ii-elaud? 

Mr. J/‘JMton . — There ai-e sever.aJ cases-. 

Dean Ihwsoii. — Mr. O'Connor of Lougfonl is weigh- 
mastor, the deputy of Loi-d Longford, ilr. Smith of 
Enniskiileu is weighnmster of that town, as deputy of 
Lord Enniskillen, and he is a magistrate. 

Mr. M' Mahon . — And Mr. Wynne of Sligo is another 
case. 

l\Ir. Foper. — No, Mr. Wynne never acted. 

Mr. Coffey {to Mr. JPMahon ). — You have stated 
that several gentlemen holding the position occupied 
by Mr. M‘Keou are justices of the peace in Ireland, 
and you now hand me up a document [a irei^hhousa 
HeJceiimik Mr. Smith’s name printed as laMjIinuwter at 
hotl(mi\ purporting to have the name of a gentleman 
who occupied the position of weighmaster, sind is a 
justice of the peace. That is a very imiK>i-tant jjiece 
of evidence if it is true, but I want to know tliis — is 
there any pei-son capable of giving me evidence ns a 
matter of fact upon the subject 1 

Mr. M‘Muh<m . — We aub}xe)iaed a gentleman to prove 
it. But I can easily supply you with evidence from 
the records of the Hanaper Office. 

Mr. Coffey. — Do you imdertake to give me evi- 
dence on the point ? 

Mr. M'Mahon . — I do undei-take it — ^before you give 
in yoiu‘ report. 

Mr. Coffey. I cannot take evidence exeejit in the 

presence of the parties to the inquiry. 

Mr. M'Mahon . — We can give lie records of the 
Hanaper Office. 

Mr. Roper . — That -won’t do. If we had Mr. Smith 
here, and ho was proved to be a magistrate, we coidd 
ask him about his property and all that. 

Mr. Coffey.— No donht. But it is os I said a 
mattei- of some importance, if correct, as represented 



hy Mr. M‘5Iahon, and in the statement befure me, 
that these several gentlemen, inclmling !Mr. Snuth, are 
.acting iu a similar capacity to that of Mr. M‘Keon, 
and m-e justice.s of the peace, because it would show 
per ae that there -was nothing iu the office itself — 
unless it is degraded iu some way — to prevent gentle- 
men holding it from usiiiring to the commiffiiion of the 
pe;ice, 

Mr. — We will give you the recowls. 

Mr. Itopcr . — You must produce the gentlemen them- 
selves. 

Mr. Coffey. — What I shall do is this. I shall 
cau.se inquii-y to he made myself ui the Hanaper 
Office, to see whether any pei-son who is weighmaster 
is on the i-oll of imigistrates, It -will form au impor- 
tant i>art of my re[>ort if I find such cases ; if, on the 
conti-ary, I find no such cases I shall report to His 
Excellency tluvt tliis gentleman holds an exceptional 
position. 1 sliall not in the slightest degi-ee suggest 
whether iu my mind or judgment it ought to weigh 
for or against this gentleman ; hut if it be tlie fort 
that gentlemen who are justices do occupy the pcsitiou 
of weighmaster, I shall state it to His Excellency ; if 
I find no gentlcunui similarly situated I wUl so 
state it. 

3Ir. M'Muhon . — We will show that a Chief Secre- 
tm-y for Irelaud did uot seoni to hold the office. 

Mr. Coffey. — That is a difiereut point. Tlic state- 
ment which has been sent to 3ne to reiwirt upon and in- 
quire into isthat lilr. M‘Heou is weighmaster, perform- 
ing the duties himself, and there is added, what now 
appcai-s to be an entire misconception, that he was in the 
habit of pei-foi-ming the mechauiciil duties himself, 
weighing the butter with his own hands — lumps of 
butter ; that seems to me a complete misstatement. 

Mr. Fop(r . — I will ask you to go a little further 
than the Hanaper Office. You see a iierson may be 
weighmaster nud may be Justice of the Peace, without 
there being any conflict between the two cases. A 
man may bo weighmaster and have a large property 
in the county, and so on — thixt makes a ditt'erenee. 

Jlr. Coffey. — Not the slightest differejice. The 
allegation here is this — “ Mr. M'Keou is a 
master,” ergo, he is disqxialified. A document is now 
htmded up to me and a statement made by counsel, 
that that document which purports to be signed by 
tlie gentleman, just as Mr. M‘Keon signs here, that 
it can be proved tliis gentleman is on the roll of magis- 
ti-ates for the borough of Enniskillen. 

Mr. Roper. — The allegation that he is weighmaster, 
and therefore disqualified is not the only allegation in 
this case, and aU the elements of objection are to be 
taken together, I submit. 

Mr. Coffey. — It is one, and a piancipal one. 

Mr. Roper. — The other weighmastei-s who oi-e ma- 
gistrates may be pei-sons of means, and so on. 

Mr. Coffey. — As I presume no fui-ther information 
can be laid before me, what I -will do is this. I shall 
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.idjoum this Inquiry p-o forma to Dublin, on Sattu- 
dav the 11th instant, and I give notice to both sides 
it 'is for the purpose of inquiring into this allegation, 
that there ai*e magistrates who hold the office of 
■weigbmastev. I shall feel it my duty to look into the 
records of the Hanaper Office myself, and I ^vill give 
you both the opjwrtunity of correcting an erroneous 
impression— if such there be — that I may entei-tain 
from tlie examination of the records, and I will not 



furnish my report until I give yon that opportiuaity. 
I now adjourn the Inquiry to No. 2, Aihitration- 
I’oom, Four Courts, Dublin, at 12 o’clock on Saturday, 
the 11th instant. That is the only day on which I 
\vill sit, and I will sit only for that piupose ; I will 
ncrt go into any other bmnch of the Inquiry ; I hold 
fill the rest to be closed now. 

[Adjourned aecoitUngly.] 



ARBITRATION ROOM, No 2, FOUR COURTS, DUBLIN. 

Saturday. 11th June, 1870. 



Ml-. Coffey, q.c., sat at one o’clock. 

Mr. lioper appeai-ed for the protesting magistrates. 
Mr. M'MaJion appeared for Mr. Francis M'Keon. 

Mr. M‘Mahon . — I have some few instances to bring 
befoi-e you of persons holding tlie office of weighmaster 
who were also magistiates. 

Mr. Eoper . — I was under the improssion that we 
were to be here only for tlie purjiGse of seeing was Mr. 
Smith a magistrate. 

Mv Coffey. — ^The adjournment was for the p\u-pose 
of ascertaining by the recoi-ds of the Hanaper Office, 
and othei-wise, if there were gentlemen besides Mr. 
M‘Keon who are weighmasters and hold the Commis- 
sion of the Peace. 

Mr. Eoper . — I certainly underetood the adjournment 
was solely to ascertain whether Mr. Smith was a 
magistrate by i-efening to the roll of mugisti-atcs. I 
am not here for any other purpose, not tliinking that 
any other matter would be brought before the Court. 

Mr. Coffey. — I am surprised that there could be 
auy misunderstanding. I distinctly stated that the 
adjoiu-ument was to enable me to be supplied with 
information with respect to the allegation that there 
were gentlemen holding the Commission of tlie Peaco 
who also filled the office of weighmaster. I stated 
that I myself would examine Sie i-ecortls in the 
Hanaijei- Officer, to get information if I could on the 
subject ; that I would confine the Inquiry to that 
point, and that jioint alone, and ivould hear no evi- 
dence on miy other part of the Inquiry but that. 

Mr. Roper . — I under-stood it was confined to Mr. 
Smith and the agent of Lord I/>ngford. 

Mr. Coffey. — Not at all. I stated that I would 
ascertain for myself, and hy such means as may be 
offei-ed to me, how the facts i-eally ai-e. I stated 
plainly at Drumshambo that it would be my duty to 
report to His Excellency and the Chancellor if other- 
gentlemen held die Commission of the Peace and were 
weighiuastei-s ; that if they did, I would so report it ; 
and that if no person but Mr. M'Keon held the^ two 
offices I would i-epoi-t that his position was exceptional 
in that i-eqrect. 

Mr. M'Makon . — I mentioned in Drumshambo 
that I would be able to show that the Right Hon. 
Jolm Wjmne, who held the office of Secretary foi- 
Ii'eland, was weighmaster. It will be found by the 
records of -die Hanaper Office that he was a magistrate. 
I vpm refer yon to a i-eport in the hooks in which the 
facts'relating to Mr. Wynne are stated 

ilr. Rop^.—l object to any facts being proved 
before the Commissioner except in -die regular way— 
they cannot be taken from a book. 

Mr. Coffey.— I cannot hinder Mr. M'SItdion re- 
ferring me to a legal authority on the subject 



Mr. — For a legal pi-opositioii he may i-efer 

to a book, but not for facts — they must be proved in 
the r-egiilar way. 

Mr. M‘Mahon . — If necessary the i-ecord can ho 
brought down to prove the facts. Tlie case I i-efev to is 
Kellyv.Molouey, 4th CommonLaw,413jit came before 
the Coiu-t in a case stated by consent for the opinion 
of the Coui-t, and the case so stated contains all the 
facts relating to the office of weighmaster of Sligo. It 
appears hy the report, that at tlie time of the jiassing 
of the 53 George III., cap. 134, Mr. Owen Wj-nne was 
weighmaster, and I will prove by the Hanaper Office 
that he was a magisti-ate at that time. 

Mr. Coffey. — -I i-ead that case. It only establidies 
tliat the office of weiglimaster U held under the statute 
of Anne, and that the office of “butter-taster” is 
created under the statute of George III., but it does 
not give me any iufomiatioii on the iioint on which I 
wish to be informed specially, namely, whether the 
oentleniaii who held the office at that time was also a 
magistrate. 

Mr. M'Mahon.—l think that will be sliowir by the 
Haiiai>ei- Office. Previous to the Act he was weigh- 
master, and he held the office till his death iu 
1840 

Mr. Roper . — I object to tliat as a fact. 

Mr. On his death in 1 840 the Honorable 

John Wynne became weighmaster. I propose by re- 
ference. to the records of the Hanaper Office to sho-w 
that both Owen Wyime, thefather, and John Wynne, 
the son, who held the office of weighmaster, were 
magistrates. I i-efer you now to another case, tliat of 
Honahan v. Vereker, 10th I.L. Reports, 6C, in refer- 
ence to the weighma.stei- of Limerick. [Cou7i6el rea<? ni 
leiKjth the facia of the case ami eoiituincil]. That case 
showed that the Hon. Mr. Vereker with the Hon. 
Charles Smith Vereker was weighmaster of Limerick 

and it will be proved, I believe, that he was also a 

magistiate, and that Ms father, Aldenmm Vereker, 
who also wus weighmaster, was like-wise a magistrate. 
Again I i-efer you to the Belfast Improvement Act, 
8th & 9th Vic., e. 142, sec. 416, which shows that Sir 
Arthur Chichester, hart., was weighmaster of that 
tdvn. We will prove he was a magistiute. There is 
one more case to wMch I -will cull your attention — that 
of Mr. lighe, of Sligo, who has written a very proper- 
letter t^Ir. M'Keon stating that he {Mr. Kghe) is a 
magish-ate since Maroh, 1866, and weighmaster and 
“butter-taster” since December, '67. [CotinaelreadJfr. 
Tighe’s letter, dated Sligo, June Qtk, 1870, Khieh, 
leaidea slating that the irriter icae a iriaghtrale and 
weighmaster, mentioned sotne rnattera connected -with 2fr. 
Fy?ww.] 

Evidence was then proceetled with. 



J-y-rfo-ieJ ffraham having stat«d in in^lrto Mr. that he vans the son of htr. Jolm Smith, attorney, 

of T-.riTiicIfillATi, was examined by Mr. M JIahon. 

303. Mr. Coffey.— D o you know anything about 



300. Do you know Mr. Smith of F.nuiskinen ?— Yes. 

301. Is he weighmaster of Enniskillen ? — ^He does 
not weigh himself. 

302. But has he his name to the bottom of the 
tickets ? — He is known in Enniskillen as weighmaster, 
hut it is his men are there. 



it of your own kno-wledge ? — I do not ; I only got the 
suromons from Mi-. M'Keon about half an hour ago. 

Mr. Coffey. — This witness cannot give me any 
information which I have not myself. I have a docu- 
ment here purporting to be signed by Mr. Smith. 



Frederick 

James 

Graham. 
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frederick 

Graham. 



Mr. M'Mukon. — I ttiiik that Ls couclusive. 

Mr. Goffet. — I do not think it at all conclusive. 
Can any person give me any information of his own 
5 >ersonal knowledge of the position of Mr. Smith ? 

304. 'Hr. It Mahon (to%oitnes!i). — Is Mr. Smith who 
is weighmaster a magistrate of the county ? — I have 
seen him sitting on the heucL 

30o. Mr. Coffey. — How do you know he is weigh- 
inasterl — I do not know that he acts as weighmaster, 
except that his mxme is to the hills. 

305. A\niab is Mr. Smith’s Christum name? — Ed- 
mund. 

307. Mr. ItlMum . — Is he known as the weigh- 
lUiister of the tomil — He tloes not weigh at all. 

308. Is ho knomi as weighmaster of the town ? — 
He lias men thei'e — Madden, CiiiToll. and another — 
and his name is to tlie hills. I know nothing more 
about it. 

309. ilr. lloper . — He is Lord Enniskillen’s agent 1 
—He is. 

310. ;Mr. ItMa/ion. — Ai-e those men who act paid 
hyliim? — They are \Kud by Loiil Enniskillen out of 
the fiimls of the market. 

311. Mr. Coffey. — How do yon know! — So I 
uiules-stiml. I do not know of myowii])ersonal know- 
ledge, hut 1 know they aiii Lord Eiiuiskillen’s men. 

312. Sir. Coffey. — Do you live in Eanislcillen 
yourself!—! do. 

313. Mr. /lojier . — ^Those men you s-.iy arc Lord 
Euuiskilleii’s men! — Yes. 

314. For anything you know to the contmy, luay 
not this be the fact, tliat Mr. Smith sintplj receives 
the money for Lord lEmiiskiilen as Lord Enniskillen’s 
agent ! — Yes. 



Mr. Coffey. — That cannot be, as.«>uumg this docu- 
ment (rt leeiffh tie/.et) to be con-ect. Assuming the 
fact to be as it appears on this ticket, Mr. Smith is 
weighmaster. I piesume he acts under some written 
authority, or verbal authority from Lord Eimiskillen. 

Mr. — If he is simply appointed as Lord 

Enniskillen’s agent, weighmaster, and receives the 

money and accounts with Lmd Enniskillen as such 

we are in communication with Mr. Smith on tlris veiT 
point, and exjiect a letter from him to-morrow. A 
letter has been received from him in wliich he details 
hLs duties, but he docs not tell us whetlier he is weigh- 
master. Year ^vill allow me to hand yon that letter 
when I get it. I suppose we will have some mode of 
authenticating it ; it rr'ill show you whether he is r-eally 
weighmaster at all, or simply discharges the duty c-'f 
weighmaster, and then passes the money to Lord 
Enniskilleo. 

Mr. Jtl/ahon. — If Ire did, he woirld be doing what 
is wholly illegiil — I am quite sure he does no such tiring. 

ilr. — Mr. Snrith will give yon the infcjnna- 

tion. 

ilr. ItMalioi}. — I am sure he fulfils the duties of 
the olBce legally and properly. 

Mr. Coffey. — Neither younorlcairkirowanytliLng 
about it without evideirce, and there is no use in making 
statements. 

Mr. Il'IluJum. — I do not like to hear my frieml 
make such a charge against Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Boper . — I niaile iro charge against Mm. 

Mr. Il'Ilahon. — You say you are sure he did and is 
doing a thing tlrat is illegal. 



Mr. Italph A'. Cusack, Clerk of the Hanaper Office, examined. 



315. Mr. M-Muhon. — Can you tell whether Owerr 
Wynne, who appears to have dieil in 184(1, at Hazle- 
wood, yiigo, was a magistrate? 

318. Mr. 7?(y;er. — How do you prove these frets \ 

ilr. Cusack. — I may tell you that there are half-a- 
doaeii Owem Wj-une — six or eight of them for the last 
20(1 years. VTlint Owerr iVynuc is meant ? 

317. Mr. J/‘.l/rt/m;i. — Have you any i-ecord in the 
Hauujrer OiJiee of Owen iYyiuie, a magistrate! — No ; 
I only got the name of the Honorable John Wynne 
fi-om'ili-. Coffey. The Hoirorable John Wynne is 
dead. I did not get Owen Wynne’s name, brrt I can 
find it out. I will send over my clerk to the office. 

318. The Honorable JohnWpme is dead? — ^Yes. 

319. Was he a magistrate ? — He was, and a Privy 
CouncUlor. 

Mr. Coffey (to Mr. M‘MuhMi) — How do you show 
he is dead 1 

Mr. M‘Mahon. — By tlris letter o/’ Mr. tlyhe’s, he 
died there is no doubt in 1866. 

Mr. Cusack. — He is dead beyond all doubt. 

320. iL'. M'Mahon. — I give the letter in evidence. 
(To iviinest) — Now, as to the Honoiuble John Verekei’, 
of Luncriek, I fiud prior to 1837 he was mayor and 
alderman ; was he a magistrate ? — Yes, he was a magis- 
tiTXte ; he was the late Lord Gort. He was Aldenaan 
Jolm Vereker when he was made a magistrate, after- 
wai-ds he was Loi'd Gort 

321. He was weighmaster up to 1837 ! — He died in 
1368 — I can tell you that. He was a peer. 

322. The next appointment under hand and seal 
was Alderman John Vereker, of Limerick ?-AJdei- 
luan John Vereker was a magistrate. I take him to 
Ije Ijoi'd Gort. 

Mr. Coffey. — The next I have on my list is Alder- 
man. Jolm Yei-eker. 

Mr. Cusacli.' — -That is Lord Oort The next name I 
got is the Honorable Charles SmifOx Vereker. 

Ml’. Coffey. — There must he some mistake in the 
names. 

Mr. M‘Mahon. — No. It states that the Mayor of 



Limerick, Alderman John Vei-eker, having ilied, they 
appointed under hand and seal Alderman John Vereker 
as his sncces.sor. 

Does it say w’len he wa.s ajqiomteil ? — He was ajv 
pointed 28tli of June, 1837, with the Honorable 
Charles Smith V'’erekor. 

IFiV/i'.'SA — I h.ai'e no record of either of these being 
magistrates. I do not think the Honorable Charles 
Smith ever w.as a magistrate. 

323. It was a joiutappointmentoii28th June 1837! 
— I don’t know anj-tliing of that. 

324. I liud that Sir Ai’thui’Cluehestor, baronet, was 
weighmaster of Belfast ; what about him ! — We have 
not him on the roll at all ; he was not a magistrate. 

He was a baronet, something liigher than a magis- 
trate. 

Mr. Coffey. — What is tlie date of Ids appointment ? 
[us weighmaster.] 

Mr. McMahon. — It don’t appear ; but at the passnig 
of the Act, on the 21st July, 1845, he was weigh- 
master — the Belfast Act. He was then weighmaster. 

325. To Sir. Cusack. — Now. as to Mr. Tighe, of 
Sligo — is he a miigistrate ! — I did not get his name. 

326. You must find out for me ? — I think he is a 

magistrate. . * 

327. We have a letter from him, saying, “A^re- 
sent I am a Justice of the Peace for the borough of 
Sligo, dated March, 1866, and I am also weighmaster 
and taster of butter since December, 1867” ! — I think 
he is a magistrate. My clerk has just informed me 
that Owen Wynne is not a magistrate. I will send to 
see if Mr. Tighe is a magistrate. [AeWs.] 

328. Mi’. M'Malion. — Now, about Mr. O’Connor, of 
Longford — Mr. Matthew Weld O’Connor ? — I can give 
you information about JL. O’Connor. 

329. Was Ml’, Crawford who was before him in the 
office a magistrate? — I cannot answer timt. 

330. Ml’. Coffey. — ^What do you say about Mr. 
O’Connor? — ^Mr. O’Connor is a magislrate of the comity 
of Longford. I have a letter on the subject. 

[Mr. Cusack read a letter addi-esed by him to the 
Deputy Clerk of the Peace for- the county of Longfoi-d 
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to ascertfdn whether Mr. O’Oonnor was weiglimaster 
or depnty weighmaster, aud the answer of the Deputy 
Oierk of the Peace on the subject.] 

Mr. M' Mahon. — The letter shows that Mr. O'Connor 
acts as deputy weighmaster. 

hlr. CoPFEY. — I do hot think it does. 

Mr. Roper. — It shows he does not. 

Mr. Coffey. — ^Tliis gentleman has written a letter 
to myself stating what his duties ai-e. _ 

Mr. Roper. — I have a letter from him too. 

Mr. Gnsack. — I wrote to four Clerks of the Peace ; 
to the county ofFennanagh, as to Mr. Smith; to Long- 
ford as to Mr. O’Connor; to Mouagluin, os to Jolm 
Hemr Fi'cnch ; and to Waterford, as to Mr. Newport. 
These were the four- names given to me. Only two 
have answei-ed me. Waterford I corrld not get an 
answer from, as I only wrote yesterday. Enniskillen 
lias not answered. I have a letter as to Mr. O’Oonnor, 
and also one as to Mr. John Homy Pi'cuch, stating 
that he is weighmaster of Clones. Mr. Pi-encb is a 
Justice of the Peace. [Read Utter frc»n the Depaiy 
Clerk of the Peace of Moirnghan^ 

331. Ml-. Roprr (to Mr. Ctuack). — With regard to 
the Hononvhle John Wjune, is not every Privy 
Councillor, by vii-tue of Ins office a magisti-ate ? — ^Yes, 
but he cannot act unless he takes out his <hdhniis, imd 
i-' Vft it out for the isn-tioular county lie acts witliin. 

332. Are you able to tell whether- the Eight 
Honor-able John Wynne, Loi-d Goi-t, Alderman John 
Vereker, and Sir Arthur Cliichester, aud sofoi-tli — all 
those pei-sons whose names wei-e mentioned — ai-eyou 
able to tell whether they acted pei-soually themselves 
asweighmastei-s? — No, 1 Lave no knowledge pei-sonally 
that they acted. 

333. For all you know they may be oivners in fee 
of all the markets, and as srreli weighmasteis? — Ido 
not know what they ar-e, or were. 

[Mr. Rojht refeia-ed to the 4tli Anne, cax>. 14, 
sections 3, G, luid 8, in relation to the nature and duties 
of the office of weiglunaster under that statute.] 

In the cour-se of a iliseussion which followed on the 
subject — 

Mr. Roper said — ^The i-esult is that if Mr. 11‘Keon 
was guilty of any offence under that statute, he would 



be a culprit, and if he was a magistr-ate, he would be ,\[r. Ualpli 
at once culprit and judge. Cusack. 

Mr. — I hope Mr. M'Keon or no other 

magistrate would think of sitting magistrate in his 
own case. I am perfectly sui-e he would not. 

Mr. Ropn'r handed in to Mr. Coffey a letter written 
by Mr. Matthew Weld O’Connor, j.p., of Longford. 

Mr. Coffey. — I got a letter from Mr. O’Connor to 
the same effect — that he does not superintend the 
weighing, uoi- exercise any sujiei-r-isiou, nor look after 
the men who have charge of the crane — that all he 
does iu the capacity of agent of Lord Longford is to 
receive the tolls which are handed to the men, ami 
account with Lowl Longford — but he says he is in ik- 
seuse weighmaster of Longford. 

Ml-. Iio}>er. — I Iioire the Rume publicity tliat was 
given to the statement that Mr. O’Connor was weigh- 
mastev of Longford will Ire given to his denial. 

Ml', CoFFEY'. — ^You are quite entitled to that. 

Mr. Roper. — He says in this letter to us — “ I l>eg to 
say I am not weighmaster. Tliat position is fillml 
by the bailiff of tire estate. Of course the accounts of 
the tolls aud customs go thi-ough my hands as Lord 
Longford’s agent, but I neither oversee the sale ofaiiy 
artieie, nor do I receive any profit or emolument from 
the tolls or market in any way wli.atevei'.” 

hir. Coffey. — He fiu-ther says he is the owner of 
fee-simple estate in the county, and a gi-aduate of 
Trinity College. 

Ml -.' Re^ier. — That is Mr. O’Connor’s statement in 
answer to Dean Dawson’s allegation that he is weigh- 
raaster of Longford. 

Mr. Coffey. — I believe I liar-e now got all the iii- 
foimatiou that is available on tlm jroint for which I 
adjourned tlieinquiiy. As soon as I get the short- 
hand wi-Lter’s notes of the ]ivoceedings I will send in 
my i-epoi-t. 

Mr. M'Malmi . — On the part of Mr. hlTCeon I beg 
to thank you for your gi-eat courtesy, and kiuJuess, 
and attention during the inquiry. 

Mr-. Roper. — I to say the same on behalf of my 

clients. 

Tire proceedings then termuiatwl. 
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